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"Was ever another command so obeyed? For century after century, 
spreading slowly to every continent and country and among every race 
on earth, this action has been done, in every conceivable human 
circumstance, for every conceivable human need from infancy and 
before it to extreme old age and after it, from the pinnacle of earthly 
greatness to the refuge of fugitives in the caves and dens of the earth. 
Men have found no better thing than this to do for kings at their 
crowning and for criminals going to the scaffold; for armies in triumph 
or for a bride and bridegroom in a little country church; for the 
proclamation of a dogma or for a good crop of wheat; for the wisdom of 
the Parliament of a mighty nation or for a sick old woman afraid to die; 
for a schoolboy sitting an examination or for Columbus setting out to 
discover America; for the famine of whole provinces or for the soul of a 
dead lover; in thankfulness because my father did not die of 
pneumonia; for a village headman much tempted to return to fetich 
because the yams had failed; because the Turk was at the gates of 
Vienna; for the repentance of Margaret; for the settlement of a strike; 
for a son for a barren woman; for Captain so-and-so wounded and 
prisoner of war; while the lions roared in the nearby amphitheatre; on 
the beach at Dunkirk; while the hiss of scythes in the thick June grass 
came faintly through the windows of the church; tremulously, by an old 
monk on the fiftieth anniversary of his vows; furtively, by an exiled 
bishop who had hewn timber all day in a prison camp near Murmansk; 
gorgeously, for the canonisation of S. Joan of Arc—one could fill many 
pages with the reasons why men have done this, and not tell a 
hundredth part of them. And best of all, week by week and month by 
month, on a hundred thousand successive Sundays, faithfully, 
unfailingly, across all the parishes of Christendom, the pastors have 
done this just to make the plebs sancta Dei—the holy common people 
of God." 
 
From Gregory Dix – The Shape of Liturgy 



3 

 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

Grace, mercy and peace from God our Father  

and the Lord Jesus Christ be with you 

and also with you.  

 

Our Lord Jesus Christ says: “If you love me keep my 

commandments. Unless I wash you, you have no part in me." Let us 

confess to almighty God our sins against his love, and ask him to 

cleanse us. 

 

Have mercy on us, O God, 

in your great goodness; 

according to the abundance of your compassion 

blot out our offences. 

Lord, have mercy. 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

Against you only have we sinned 

and done what is evil in your sight. 

Christ, have mercy. 

Christ, have mercy. 

 

Purge us from our sin and we shall be clean; 

wash us and we shall be whiter than snow. 

Lord, have mercy. 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

Almighty God, who forgives all who truly repent, 

have mercy upon you, 

pardon and deliver you from all your sins, 

confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, 

and keep you in life eternal; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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Let us pray. 

 

God our Father, you have invited us to share in the supper which 

your Son gave to his Church to proclaim his death until he comes: 

may he nourish us by his presence, and unite us in his love; who is 

alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and for ever. Amen. 

 

A reading from the first Letter of Paul to the Corinthians (11.23-26)  

 

Beloved: 23I received from the Lord what I also handed on to you, 

that the Lord Jesus on the night when he was betrayed took a loaf of 

bread, 24and when he had given thanks, he broke it and said, ‘This is 

my body that is for you. Do this in remembrance of me.’ 25In the 

same way he took the cup also, after supper, saying, ‘This cup is the 

new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in 

remembrance of me.’ 26For as often as you eat this bread and drink 

the cup, you proclaim the Lord's death until he comes.  

 

This is the word of the Lord 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Please stand for the gospel reading 

 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, according to John   

(13:1-17)  

Glory to you, O Lord.  

 
1Now before the festival of the Passover, Jesus knew that his hour 

had come to depart from this world and go to the Father. Having 

loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to the end. 2The 

devil had already put it into the heart of Judas son of Simon Iscariot 

to betray him. And during supper 3Jesus, knowing that the Father 

had given all things into his hands, and that he had come from God 

and was going to God, 4got up from the table, took off his outer robe, 

and tied a towel around himself. 5Then he poured water into a basin 

and began to wash the disciples’ feet and to wipe them with the 

towel that was tied around him. 6He came to Simon Peter, who said 

to him, ‘Lord, are you going to wash my feet?’ 7Jesus answered, ‘You 

do not know now what I am doing, but later you will understand.’ 
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8Peter said to him, ‘You will never wash my feet.’ Jesus answered, 

‘Unless I wash you, you have no share with me.’ 9Simon Peter said to 

him, ‘Lord, not my feet only but also my hands and my head!’ 10Jesus 

said to him, ‘One who has bathed does not need to wash, except for 

the feet, but is entirely clean. And you are clean, though not all of 

you.’ 11For he knew who was to betray him; for this reason he said, 

‘Not all of you are clean.’ 

 
12After he had washed their feet, had put on his robe, and had 

returned to the table, he said to them, ‘Do you know what I have 

done to you? 13You call me Teacher and Lord - and you are right, for 

that is what I am. 14So if I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your 

feet, you also ought to wash one another’s feet. 15For I have set you 

an example, that you also should do as I have done to you. 16Very 

truly, I tell you, servants are not greater than their master, nor are 

messengers greater than the one who sent them. 17If you know these 

things, you are blessed if you do them.  

 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ.  

 

THE SERMON 

 

THE INTERCESSIONS 

 

In the power of the Spirit let us pray to the Father 

through Christ the saviour of the world. 

 

Father, on this, the night he was betrayed, 

your Son Jesus Christ washed his disciples’ feet. 

We commit ourselves to follow his example of love and service. 

Lord, hear us 

and humble us. 

 

On this night, he prayed for his disciples to be one. 

We pray for the unity of your Church. 

Lord, hear us 

and unite us. 
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On this night, he prayed for those who were to believe through his 

disciples’ message. 

We pray for the mission of your Church. 

Lord, hear us 

and renew our zeal. 

 

On this night, he commanded his disciples to love, 

but suffered rejection himself. 

We pray for the rejected and unloved. 

Lord, hear us 

and fill us with your love. 

 

On this night, he reminded his disciples 

that if the world hated them it hated him first. 

We pray for those who are persecuted for their faith. 

Lord, hear us 

and give us your peace. 

 

On this night, he accepted the cup of death 

and looked forward to the new wine of the kingdom. 

We remember those who have died in the peace of Christ. 

Lord, hear us 

and welcome all your children into paradise. 

 

THE PEACE 

 

Jesus says: "Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. Do not 

let your hearts be troubled; neither let them be afraid."  

 

The peace of the Lord be always with you 

and also with you. 

 

THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 

 

The Lord be with you 

and also with you. 

 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

 



7 

 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God 

It is right to give thanks and praise. 
 

It is indeed right to give you thanks, 

Father most holy, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

For on this night he girded himself with a towel 

and, taking the form of a servant, 

washed the feet of his disciples. 

He gave us a new commandment 

that we should love one another as he has loved us. 

Knowing that his hour had come, 

in his great love he gave this supper to his disciples 

to be a memorial of his passion, 

that we might proclaim his death until he comes again, 

and feast with him in his kingdom. 

Therefore earth unites with heaven 

to sing a new song of praise; 

we too join with angels and archangels 

as they proclaim your glory without end: 

 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest.  

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  

Hosanna in the highest. 

 

Lord, you are holy indeed, the source of all holiness; 

grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit, 

and according to your holy will, 

these gifts of bread and wine 

may be to us the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ; 

who, in the same night that he was betrayed, 

took bread and gave you thanks; 

he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 

do this in remembrance of me. 

In the same way, after supper 

he took the cup and gave you thanks; 

he gave it to them, saying: 

Drink this, all of you; 
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this is my blood of the new covenant, 

which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 

Do this, as often as you drink it, 

in remembrance of me. 

 

Christ is the bread of life: 

When we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim your 

death, Lord Jesus, until you come in glory. 

 

And so, Father, calling to mind his death on the cross, 

his perfect sacrifice made once for the sins of the whole world; 

rejoicing in his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension, 

and looking for his coming in glory, 

we celebrate this memorial of our redemption. 

As we offer you this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving, 

we bring before you this bread and this cup 

and we thank you for counting us worthy 

to stand in your presence and serve you. 

Send the Holy Spirit on your people 

and gather into one in your kingdom 

all who share this one bread and one cup, 

so that we, in the company of [N and] all the saints, 

may praise and glorify you for ever, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord; 

by whom, and with whom, and in whom, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

all honour and glory be yours, almighty Father, 

for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

THE COMMUNION 

 

As our Saviour taught us so we pray  

Our Father in heaven,  

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation  
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but deliver us from evil.  

For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours  

now and for ever. Amen. 

 

We break this bread to share in the body of Christ. 

Though we are many, we are one body, 

because we all share in one bread. 

 

Prayer of Spiritual Communion 

 

My Jesus,  

I believe that You 

are present in the Most Holy Sacrament.  

I love You above all things,  

and I desire to receive You into my soul.  

Since I cannot at this moment 

receive You sacramentally,  

come at least spiritually into my heart. I embrace You as if 

You were already there and unite myself wholly to You. Never 

permit me to be separated from You. 

Amen. 

 

We pray together: 

 

Lord Jesus Christ,  

we thank you that in this wonderful sacrament  

you have given us the memorial of your passion:  

grant us so to reverence the sacred mysteries  

of your body and blood that we may know within ourselves  

and show forth in our lives the fruit of your redemption,  

for you are alive and reign, now and for ever. Amen. 
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THE DISMISSAL 

 

When the disciples had sung a hymn they went out to the Mount of 

Olives. Jesus prayed to the Father, ‘If it is possible, take this cup of 

suffering from me.’ He said to his disciples, ‘How is it that you were 

not able to keep watch with me for one hour? The hour has come for 

the Son of Man to be handed over to the power of sinners.’ 

Christ was obedient unto death. Go in his peace. 
 
Common Worship: Services and Prayers for the Church of England, material from 
which is included in this service, is copyright © The Archbishops’ Council 2000 


