
 

 

  The Church of St Mary the Virgin, Parish of Welwyn,  

Welwyn Team, Diocese of St Albans 
 

 
 

 
 

8am Said Eucharist  

9.30am Parish Eucharist with Activity Based Church and Creche 

(Common Worship Order 1) 

 

Welcome! If you are new to this church please introduce 

yourself to one of the clergy and take a newcomers’ leaflet.  

There is an induction loop for those with hearing aids. 

All children and adults, regular and visitors, are  

welcome to our Activity Based Church and Creche 

 

Hymns can be found in the Green Hymn Books 

Please join in the words in Bold in the order of service 

 

THE SERVICE BEGINS HERE:  

 

Please stand to sing HYMN 12, On Jordan’s bank  

 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

Grace, mercy and peace from God our Father  

and the Lord Jesus Christ be with you.   

and also with you. 

 

We light the second candle of the Advent wreath 

 

People of God: be glad! 

Your God delights in you, 

giving you joy for sadness 

and turning the dark to light. 

Be strong in hope therefore; 

for your God comes to save. 

You are God’s children. 

Lord, make us one in the love of Christ 

today and for ever. Amen. 

 

 

THE SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT  

SUNDAY 8TH DECEMBER 2019 
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‘What are we thinking about today?’  

– then Activity Based Church leaves for Church House 

 

The deacon introduces the confession: 

 

Most merciful God, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

we confess that we have sinned 

in thought, word and deed. 

We have not loved you with our whole heart. 

We have not loved our neighbours as ourselves. 

In your mercy forgive what we have been, 

help us to amend what we are, 

and direct what we shall be; that we may do justly,  

love mercy, and walk humbly with you, our God. Amen.  

 

We sing:  

 

Lord, have mercy. 

Lord, have mercy. 

Christ, have mercy. 

Christ, have mercy. 

Lord, have mercy. 

Lord, have mercy 

 

The priest pronounces God's forgiveness 

 

We remain standing for the collect: 

 

Let us pray:  

 

O Lord, raise up, we pray, your power 

and come among us, 

and with great might succour us; 

that whereas, through our sins and wickedness 

we are grievously hindered 

in running the race that is set before us, 

your bountiful grace and mercy 

may speedily help and deliver us; 

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 

to whom with you and the Holy Spirit, 

be honour and glory, now and for ever. 

Amen 
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We sit to listen to this Sunday’s bible readings. 

 

A reading from the Prophet Isaiah (11:1-10) (read by Jenny Wiseman) 
 

1A shoot shall come out from the stock of Jesse, and a branch shall 

grow out of his roots. 2The spirit of the LORD shall rest on him, the 

spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the 

spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD. 3His delight shall be in 

the fear of the LORD.  

He shall not judge by what his eyes see, or decide by what his ears 

hear; 4but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, and decide with 

equity for the meek of the earth; he shall strike the earth with the rod 

of his mouth, and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. 
5Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist, and faithfulness the 

belt around his loins. 6The wolf shall live with the lamb, the leopard 

shall lie down with the kid, the calf and the lion and the fatling 

together, and a little child shall lead them. 7The cow and the bear shall 

graze, their young shall lie down together; and the lion shall eat straw 

like the ox. 8The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp, and 

the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder’s den. 9They will not 

hurt or destroy on all my holy mountain; for the earth will be full of the 

knowledge of the LORD as the waters cover the sea.  
10On that day the root of Jesse shall stand as a signal to the peoples; 

the nations shall inquire of him, and his dwelling shall be glorious.  

 

This is the word of the Lord.  

Thanks be to God. 

 

A reading from the Letter of Paul to the Romans (15:4-13),  

(read by Pip Dowdell) 

 
4Whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, 

so that by steadfastness and by the encouragement of the scriptures 

we might have hope. 5May the God of steadfastness and 

encouragement grant you to live in harmony with one another, in 

accordance with Christ Jesus, 6so that together you may with one voice 

glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.  
7Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, for 

the glory of God. 8For I tell you that Christ has become a servant of the 

circumcised on behalf of the truth of God in order that he might 

confirm the promises given to the patriarchs, 9and in order that the 

Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy. As it is written, ‘Therefore I 

will confess you among the Gentiles, and sing praises to your name’; 
10and again he says, ‘Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his people’; 11and again, 
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‘Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles, and let all the peoples praise him’; 
12and again Isaiah says, ‘The root of Jesse shall come, the one who 

rises to rule the Gentiles; in him the Gentiles shall hope.’ 13May the 

God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may 

abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. 

 

This is the word of the Lord.   

Thanks be to God. 

 

Please stand to sing the HYMN 465, Thou didst leave thy throne 

 

Please remain standing and face the gospel: 

 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew  

(3:1-12) 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

1In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea, 

proclaiming, 2‘Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.’ 3This 

is the one of whom the prophet Isaiah spoke when he said, ‘The voice 

of one crying out in the wilderness: “Prepare the way of the Lord, make 

his paths straight.”’ 4Now John wore clothing of camel’s hair with a 

leather belt around his waist, and his food was locusts and wild honey. 
5Then the people of Jerusalem and all Judea were going out to him, and 

all the region along the Jordan, 6and they were baptized by him in the 

river Jordan, confessing their sins. 7But when he saw many Pharisees 

and Sadducees coming for baptism, he said to them, ‘You brood of 

vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? 8Bear fruit 

worthy of repentance. 9Do not presume to say to yourselves, “We have 

Abraham as our ancestor”; for I tell you, God is able from these stones 

to raise up children to Abraham. 10Even now the axe is lying at the root 

of the trees; every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut 

down and thrown into the fire. 11I baptize you with water for 

repentance, but one who is more powerful than I is coming after me; I 

am not worthy to carry his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy 

Spirit and fire. 12His winnowing-fork is in his hand, and he will clear his 

threshing-floor and will gather his wheat into the granary; but the chaff 

he will burn with unquenchable fire.’  

 

This is the Gospel of the Lord.  

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Please sit for the Sermon:  

The Rev’d Susannah Underwood, Team Vicar 
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Please stand to affirm our faith in the words of the Nicene Creed: 

 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen.  

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father; 

through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary 

and was made man. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the Scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory  

to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end.  

We believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

who with the Father and the Son is  

worshipped and glorified, 

who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen.  
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Please kneel for the prayers of intercession led by Vicky Jenkin 

Intentions for prayer: Shem Biran, Alice Burnapp, Sheila 

Edmondson, Edward Dunsterville, Rod Dowdell Catherine England, John 

Farrow, Roger Francis, Charlotte Grandville, Mary Gregory, Anne 

Gurney, Doreen Hakansson, Sue Keach, Audrey Taylor and Linda 

Thistlethwaite.   

 

For the departed: Nora Burnett, Daphne Elwin, Madeleine Phillips  
 

We use the following response 

 

Lord, in your mercy,  

hear our prayer. 

 

And at the end 

 

Merciful Father, 

accept these prayers for the sake of your Son,  

our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 

Please stand for The Peace, which the priest introduces with a sentence 

from Scripture 

 

The peace of the Lord be always with you  

and also with you. 

 

We share the peace with our neighbours 

 

We sing HYMN 16, Wake O Wake,  

 

During the hymn a collection is taken, and the altar prepared. 

 

You can also donate online at www.welwyn.org.uk or give by standing 

order. If you are a tax-payer, Gift Aid envelopes are available in the 

pews; by completing the details you will enable us to increase the value 

of your donation by 25%. 

 

The priest gives thanks over the bread and over the wine: 

 

Look upon us in mercy not in judgement; 

draw us from hatred to love; make the frailty of our praise 

a dwelling place for your glory. Amen 
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The Eucharistic Prayer 

Please remain standing throughout the prayer, but sit if you need to  

 

The Lord be with you 

and also with you. 

 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God 

It is right to give thanks and praise. 

 

It is indeed right and good to give you thanks and praise,… 

 

… we proclaim your glory,  

and join in their unending hymn of praise: 

 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,  

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest.  

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  

Hosanna in the highest.  

 

Lord, you are holy indeed, the source of all holiness; .. 

 

… which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 

Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me. 

 

Great is the mystery of faith 

Christ has died, Christ is risen,  

Christ will come again 

 

And so, Father, calling to mind his death on the cross,… 

 

… all honour and glory be yours, almighty Father, 

for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

Please kneel or sit 
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As our Saviour taught us, so we pray: 

 

Our Father in heaven,  

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation  

but deliver us from evil.  

For the kingdom, the power,  

and the glory are yours  

now and for ever. Amen. 

 

We break this bread to share in the body of Christ. 

Though we are many, we are one body,  

because we all share in one bread. 

 

We sing: 

 

Jesus, Lamb of God, have mercy on us. 

Jesus, bearer of our sins, have mercy on us. 

Jesus, redeemer of the world, grant us peace. 

 

Jesus is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world. 

Blessed are those who are called to his supper. 

Lord, I am not worthy to receive you, 

but only say the word, and I shall be healed. 

 

Most merciful Lord, 

your love compels us to come in. 

Our hands were unclean,  

our hearts were unprepared;  

we were not fit  

even to eat the crumbs from under your table.  

But you, Lord, are the God of our salvation, 

and share your bread with sinners.  

So cleanse and feed us  

with the precious body and blood of your Son,  

that he may live in us and we in him;  

and that we, with the whole company of Christ,  

may sit and eat in your kingdom. Amen.  
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Please move for communion following the direction of the 

stewards. All are welcome to come to the rail. Baptised 

Christians are welcome to receive the bread and the wine, all 

 others are welcome to come for a blessing (please indicate this 

 by crossing your arms and bowing your head).  

 

During communion the choir sings the anthem: 

 

‘How beautiful on the mountain’ music by John Stainer, 

words Isaiah 52:7 

 

How beautiful upon the mountains 

are the feet of him that bringeth good tidings, 

that publisheth peace; that publisheth salvation; 

that saith unto Zion, Thy God reigneth! 

 

and then we sing the HYMN 5, Hark and herald voice is calling 

 

After communion we kneel or sit to say the prayer: 

 

Father in heaven, who sent your Son to redeem the world 

and will send him again to be our judge: 

give us grace so to imitate him 

in the humility and purity of his first coming 

that, when he comes again, 

we may be ready to greet him 

with joyful love and firm faith; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

 

ABC show us their work and the priest gives the notices  

 

Then we stand to sing the HYMN 33, vs 1, 2, 3 & 5 

Of the Father’s heart begotten 

 

With love and compassion, 

come, Lord Jesus. 

With judgement and mercy, 

come, Lord Jesus. 

In power and glory, 

come, Lord Jesus. 

In wisdom and truth, 

come, Lord Jesus. 
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Monday and Tuesday 9am-1pm  
Friday 9am-12pm. 

CLOSED ON Wednesday and Thursday. 
Parish Office: secretary@welwyn.org.uk, 01438 840964 

 
Clergy surgery (particularly for bookings of marriages and baptisms) is open on 

Saturday 10-11am, when coffee is also served in Church House.   
The Rector: The Rev’d Dr David Munchin, rector@welwyn.org.uk, 01438 714150 

The Curate: The Rev’d Dominic Holroyd-Thomas, curate@welwyn.org.uk, 01438 813043 
Further information: www.welwyn.org.uk; ‘The Welwyn Magazine’; 
Facebook page: St Mary’s Church, Welwyn   Twitter: wsm_church 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

The priest says the blessing ending: 

 

…be among you and remain with you always. Amen. 

 

Our Lord says, ‘I am coming soon.’  

Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 

 

May the Lord, when he comes, 

find us watching and waiting. Amen. 

 

Go in the peace of Christ.  

Thanks be to God.  

 
The ministers and people depart 

 
The organist plays a voluntary 

Wachet auf, ruft uns die Stimme 
 

All are welcome to stay for refreshments in New Church House.  
 

Please take this booklet with you 
 

 

 
NOTICES & FORTHCOMING EVENTS ACROSS THE TEAM CHURCHES 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

PLEASE TAKE AND DELIVER CHURCH CHRISTMAS CARDS TODAY – 
THERE IS NO OTHER METHOD FOR DELIVERY THAN MEMBERS OF THE 

CONGREGATION TAKING THEM AND DELIVERING THEM  

 MANY THANKS 
 
 

Calendar 2020 – Please take a copy of next year’s Calendar. 
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Church Fellowship will take place on Tuesday 10th December at 2.30pm in 
Church House. This is the Christmas meeting. Afterwards there will be mince pies 
and Stollen cake. Do come and join us. Please remember to bring your 

money for the January lunch. 
  
Thank you – Susan Wray would like to thank everyone who supported her 
coffee morning.  £805 was raised which this year will be split between Cancer 

Research & the Teenager Cancer Trust.  Thank you to all the supporters and 
helpers. 
 
Carols and poems anyone? We need a small group of carol singers to come 
and sing at care home services in December and, if you like, short Christmas 
poem or reading, The services will be short (half an hour)  

The dates & venues are below – all at 11am:  

13th December (Fri)   Knebworth Care Home,  
16th December (Mon)  Heath Lodge & Autumn Vale,  
18th December (Wed) Three Oaks 
20th December (Fri)  Monread Lodge 
This is a small but valuable ministry to others in this season of goodwill and 
your kindness and your help is hugely appreciated. Please contact Usha on 

usha.hull@me.com if you would like to help. 
 
Thank you - Not a lot of humbug, but a great deal of joy! This year’s ministry 
team pantomime ‘Humbug and Joy’ based on the classic by Charles Dickens ‘A 
Christmas Carol’, has raised £2001.97 for Stevenage Haven, which works to 

support single homeless people. Thanks go to the hard-working cast and crew, 
and to all who supported this worthwhile venture by coming to see the show.  

Usha Hull. 
    
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WELWYN CHRISTMAS SERVICES 
 

8th December 3.30pm - Christingle Service* 
 

11th December 9.00pm  - Compline 
 

15th December 9.30am - All Age Eucharist with Nativity* 
 

18th December 9pm - Compline 
 

22nd December 6.30pm - Christmas Carol Service 
 

Christmas Eve 
 3.30pm - Crib Service* 

11.00pm - Midnight Mass  
 

Christmas Day – 8am & 9.30am* 
Said Eucharist & All Age Eucharist   

 
Asterix denotes Services  

especially suitable for Children 

 

mailto:usha.hull@me.com
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This Week in the Welwyn Team 

 
Today             3.30pm Christingle Service  
   
Monday    9.30am  Sewing Group 
  1.30pm Rehearsal for Sherrardswood School  
  5.00pm Set up for Concert (church house) 
  6.30pm Carol Service – Sherrardswood School 

   
Tuesday  9.30am  Community Café 
  2.30pm Church Fellowship 

  7.00pm Ministry Team Meeting   
 
Wednesday 8.00am  Breakfast Bible Study   

9.00am  Morning Prayer at St Mary’s followed by 

9.30am  Holy Communion at St Mary’s 
   10.30am Bible Study Group 
  2.15pm Book Group 
  9.00pm COMPLINE 
 
Thursday 9.30am Rehearsal – St. Mary’s School 

  10.00am Knitting Group 

    8.00pm Arpeggios & Bridge Club & Book Club  
   
Friday  6.30pm  Welwyn Tune   
  7.45pm  Choir Rehearsal  
 
Saturday 9.00am Plant Sale  

  10-11am Clergy Surgery in the Office 
  10-11.30 Coffee/Traidcraft Stall in Church House 
   
 
Sunday 15th December 3rd  Sunday of Advent  

  8.00am  Holy Eucharist   
9.30am  All Age Eucharist with Nativity 

 
4.00pm Carol Service at Woolmer Green 
6.30pm Carol Service at Tewin  

 
 

       Next week’s Readings – 15th December 

 
ISAIAH 35: 1-10 
JAMES 5: 7-10 

MATTHEW 11: 2-11 


