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The Greeting 

 
Grace, mercy and peace 
from God our Father 
and the Lord Jesus Christ  
be with you. 
 
And also with you 
 
 

The Advent Wreath 
On Christmas Day we light the final candle on the Advent 
Wreath with this prayer: 
 
God our Father, 
today the Saviour is born 
and those who live in darkness have seen a great light. 
Help us, who greet the birth of Christ with great joy, 
to live in the light of your Son 
and to share the good news of your love. 
We ask this through Jesus Christ, 
the light who has come into the world. Amen. 
 

Carol 
 

1. Once in royal David's city 
Stood a lowly cattle shed, 
Where a mother laid her baby 
In a manger for His bed: 
Mary was that mother mild, 
Jesus Christ her little Child. 
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2. He came down to earth from heaven, 
who is God and Lord of all, 
and His shelter was a stable, 
and His cradle was a stall; 
with the poor, and mean, and lowly, 
lived on earth our Saviour holy. 

3. And our eyes at last shall see him, 
Through His own redeeming love; 
For that Child so dear and gentle, 
Is our Lord in heaven above, 
And He leads His children on, 
To the place where He is gone. 

 
Prayers of Penitence 

Hear the words of the angel to Joseph: “You shall call his name 
Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins”. Therefore let 
us seek the forgiveness of God through Jesus Saviour of the 
world. 
 
Silence is kept 
 
God our Father, 
you sent your Son full of grace and truth: 
forgive our failure to receive him. 
Lord, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
Jesus our Saviour, 
you were born in poverty and laid in a manger: 
forgive our greed and rejection of your ways. 
Christ, have mercy. 
Christ, have mercy. 
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Spirit of love, 
your servant Mary responded joyfully to your call: 
forgive the hardness of our hearts. 
Lord, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 

Absolution 
 

May the God of all healing and forgiveness 
draw you to himself, 
that you may behold the glory of his Son, 
the Word made flesh, 
and be cleansed from all your sins, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

We say The Gloria 
 
Glory to God in the highest 
and peace to his people on earth. 
Lord God, Heavenly King 
Almighty God and Father.  
We worship you 
we give you thanks 
we praise you for your glory.  
 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God 
you take away the sins of the world: 
have mercy on us.  
You are seated at the right hand of the Father, 
receive our prayer. 
 
For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 
with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God the Father 
Amen.  
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The Collect 
Silence is kept, then the priest says Let us pray... 
 
Lord Jesus Christ, 
your birth at Bethlehem 
draws us to kneel in wonder at heaven touching earth: 
accept our heartfelt praise 
as we worship you, 
our Saviour and our eternal God. 

Readings 
Isaiah 52:7-10 
 
How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of the 
messenger who announces peace, who brings good news, who 
announces salvation, who says to Zion, “Your God reigns. 
8 Listen! Your sentinels lift up their voices, together they sing 
for joy; for in plain sight they see the return of the Lord to Zion. 
9 Break forth together into singing, you ruins of Jerusalem; for 
the Lord has comforted his people, he has redeemed 
Jerusalem. 
10 The Lord has bared his holy arm before the eyes of all the 
nations; and all the ends of the earth shall see he salvation of 
our God. 
 
Hebrews 1:1-12 
1 Long ago God spoke to our ancestors in many and various 
ways by the prophets, 2 but in these last days he has spoken to 
us by a Son,[a] whom he appointed heir of all things, through 
whom he also created the worlds. 3 He is the reflection of God’s 
glory and the exact imprint of God’s very being, and he sustain 
ball things by his powerful word. When he had made 
purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the 
Majesty on high, 4 having become as much superior to angels as 
the name he has inherited is more excellent than theirs. 
 
This is the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Hebrews+1%3A1-12&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-29949a
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The Gospel 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to … 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, 
and the Word was God. 2 He was in the beginning with 
God. 3 All things came into being through him, and without him 
not one thing came into being. What has come into being 4 in 
him was life,[a] and the life was the light of all people. 5 The light 
shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it. 
 
6 There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7 He 
came as a witness to testify to the light, so that all might 
believe through him. 8 He himself was not the light, but he 
came to testify to the light. 9 The true light, which enlightens 
everyone, was coming into the world.[b] 

 
10 He was in the world, and the world came into being through 
him; yet the world did not know him. 11 He came to what was 
his own,[c] and his own people did not accept him. 12 But to all 
who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to 
become children of God, 13 who were born, not of blood or of 
the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God. 
14 And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have 
seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s only son,[d] full of grace 
and truth 
 
At the end of the gospel reading: 
This is the Gospel of the Lord 
Praise to you, O Christ 
 
 
 
The Sermon 
 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+1%3A1-14&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-26039a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+1%3A1-14&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-26044b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+1%3A1-14&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-26046c
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+1%3A1-14&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-26049d
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The Creed 
We believe in one God, the Father Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, 
seen and unseen. 
 
We believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God 
begotten not made 
of one being with the Father, 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary 
and was made man. 
 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead 
and his kingdom will have no end.  
We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.  
who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified, 
he has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead 
and the life of the world to come.  
Amen.  
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Prayers of Intercession 
 
The prayers may use the response: 
Holy God, 
Hear our prayer. 
 

The Peace 
 
Unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given, and his name 
shall be called the Prince of Peace.  
The peace of the Lord be always with you 
and also with you. 

 
Preparation of the Table 

 
Word made flesh, life of the world, 
in your incarnation you embraced our poverty: 
by your Spirit may we share in your riches. 
Amen. 

Eucharistic Prayer A 
 
The Lord is here 
His Spirit is with us 
 
Lift up your hearts 
We lift them to the Lord 
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God 
It is right to give him thanks and praise.  
 
It is indeed right, 
it is our duty and our joy, 
at all times and in all places 
to give you thanks and praise, 
holy Father, heavenly King,  
almighty and eternal God, 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord.  
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And now we give you thanks because, by the power of the Holy 
Spirit, he took our nature upon him and was born of the Virgin 
Mary his mother, that being himself without sin, he might make 
us clean from all sin.  
 
Therefore with angels and archangels 
and with all the company of heaven, 
we proclaim your great and glorious name, 
for ever praising you and singing: 
 
           Holy, holy, holy Lord 
           God of power and might, 
           heaven and earth are full of your glory, 
           Hosanna in the highest.  
           Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
           Hosanna in the highest.  
 
Accept our praises, heavenly Father, 
through your Son our Saviour Jesus Christ, 
and as we follow his example and obey his command, 
grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit 
these gifts of bread and wine 
may be to us his body and his blood; 
 
who in the same night that he was betrayed, 
took bread and gave you thanks,  
he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 
do this in remembrance of me.  
 
In the same way after supper 
he took the cup and gave you thanks; 
he gave it to them saying: 
Drink this, all of you; 
this is my blood of the new covenant,  
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
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Do this as often as you drink it, 
in remembrance of me.  
 
Therefore heavenly Father, 
we remember his offering of himself made once for all upon 
the cross; 
we proclaim his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension; 
we look for the coming of his kingdom, 
and with this bread and this cup 
we make the memorial of Christ your Son our Lord. 
 
Great is the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died, 
Christ is risen, 
Christ will come again.  
 
Accept through him, our great high priest, 
this our sacrifice of thanks and praise, 
and as we eat and drink these holy gifts 
in the presence of your divine majesty, 
renew us by your Spirit, 
inspire us with your love 
and unite us in the body of your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
Through him and with him and in him, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
with all who stand before you in earth and heaven, 
we worship you Father Almighty, 
in songs of everlasting praise: 
 
Blessing and honour and glory and power 
be yours forever and ever Amen.  
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The Lord’s Prayer 
 
As our Saviour taught us, so we pray: 
 
Our Father in heaven 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power  
and the glory are yours 
now and forever. Amen.  
 

Breaking of the bread 
 

We break this bread 
to share in the body of Christ. 
Though we are many, we are one body, 
because we all share in one bread.  

Agnus Dei 
 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world,  
have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world,  
have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world,  
grant us peace. 
 

Invitation to Communion 
 

Christ is the true bread which has come down from heaven. 
Lord, give us this bread always.  
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Prayer of Spiritual Communion 

 
My Jesus, I believe that You 
are present in the Most Holy Sacrament.  
I love You above all things,  
and I desire to receive You into my soul.  
Since I cannot at this moment 
receive You sacramentally,  
come at least spiritually into my heart. I embrace You as if You 
were already there and unite myself wholly to You. Never 
permit me to be separated from You. Amen. 
 
 
 

Post Communion Prayer 
A post-communion prayer may be said. 
 
God our Father, 
whose Word has come among us 
in the Holy Child of Bethlehem: 
may the light of faith illumine our hearts 
and shine in our words and deeds; 
through him who is Christ the Lord. 
 
 

Final Carol 
 

1.O Come, all ye faithful, 
Joyful and triumphant, 
Come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem; 
Come and behold Him,  
Born the king of angels: 
O come let us adore Him, 
O come let us adore Him, 
O come let us adore Him, 
Christ the Lord! 
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2.God of God,  
Light of light, 
Lo! He abhors not the Virgin’s womb; 
Very God, 
Begotten not created. 
O come let us adore Him… 
 
3. Sing choirs of angels, 
Sing in exultation, 
Sing all ye citizens of heaven above; 
Glory to God 
In the highest: 
O come let us adore Him… 
 
4. Yea, Lord we greet thee 
Born this happy morning 
Jesus to thee be glory given 
Word of the Father,  
Now in flesh appearing. 
 O come let us adore Him… 
 
The Dismissal 
 
Christ who by his incarnation gathered into one things earthly 
and heavenly, fill you with peace and goodwill and make you 
partakers of the divine nature: 
and the blessing of God almighty... 
Amen. 
 
and the blessing of God almighty... 
 Amen. 
 
Go in peace. Proclaim the Word made flesh. 
Glory, thanks and praise to God.  
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