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Fugue sur le theme du Carillon des Heures de la Cathédrale de Soissons (Opus 12) 

Maurice Duruflé (1902 – 1986) 

There is a long tradition of bellringers ringing in the New Year, both in the UK and as far afield as Japan. 

The bells’ tintinnabulation can be seen as a call to reflect on the year past and to pray. 

‘Ring out, wild bells, to the wild sky; the year is dying…let him die. 

Ring out the old, ring in the new: the year is going, let him go.’  

Ring out the darkness of the land, ring in the Christ that is to be.’ (Tennyson)  

 

3 Chorale Preludes from Orgelbuchlein 

J S Bach (1685 – 1750) 

Bach’s inscription at the beginning of his Little Organ Book (1717) suggests that one of its purposes was 

the instruction of pupils: ‘wherein the beginner may learn to perform chorales of every kind and…acquire  

skill in the use of the pedal.’  

 Helft mir Gottes Güte preisen (The close of the year) BWV 613 

 Das alte Jahr vergangen ist (New Year’s Eve) BWV 614 

 In dir ist Freude (New Year’s Day) BWV 615 

 

 

Poèmes Evangéliques (Opus 2 No 3: La Nativité) 

Jean Langlais (1907 – 1991) 

Langlais’ musical depiction of the Nativity has four distinct scenes: (i) a stable, Mary and Joseph await the 

birth of the Christ-Child; (ii) a host of angels appears to the shepherds to tell them about the birth; (iii) 

the shepherds offer their very best rustic tunes (on the Oboe stop) to the baby; (iv) the Holy Family find 

peace and quiet after all the excitement has died down. 

 

Wie schön leuchtet der Morgenstern (How brightly shines the morning star) 

Dietrich Buxtehude (1637 – 1707) 

An extended, multi-sectional setting of the famous Epiphany hymn by Nicolai, which explores a variety of 

organ colours and echo effects. Much of the music is in 6/8, the metre associated with the Jig,  

a dance of joyfulness and celebration. 

 

Les Mages (No VIII from La Nativité) 

Olivier Messiaen (1908 – 1992) 

A musical meditation on the Wise Men leaving the court of King Herod and being guided by the star to 

Bethlehem. The star is represented in the pedal part on a 4’ stop, while the progress of the extraordinary 

retinue of men, servants and camels is represented by a series of persistent, off-beat chords.  

Towards the end, the music slows and the organ colours change as the travellers  

kneel in worship before the infant Christ.  

 

How lovely shines the morning star (Opus 68 No 7) 

Flor Peeters (1903 – 1986) 

In this delightful Chorale Prelude, the right hand sparkles with an iridescent flow of semiquavers,  

while Nicolai’s familiar tune is played by the pedals. 

 

Sleigh Ride, arr. Thomas Trotter 

Leroy Anderson (1908 – 1975) 

Anderson composed Sleigh Ride as a piece for light orchestra in 1948; the words with which we are all 

familiar (back to our starting theme of bells!) were added in 1950. Thomas Trotter is a British virtuoso 

organist; he is currently Birmingham City Organist.  


