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Editor’s Note:

We normally publish reports on activities and meetings
occurring in the village but these activities have inevitably
been cancelled due to Covid-19. Hence, therefore, there
is little to report!

We would welcome any articles on local matters from our
readers. Please send details on e:mail to:

Articles by the 1st of the month preceding publication, see details above.

The Editors reserve the right to shorten or omit articles or refuse advertisements.

The opinions expressed in this magazine are not necessarily those of the Clergy, Editors or Publishers.
Advertisements included in the magazine does not imply their endorsement by the Clergy, Editors or Publishers.
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Our family, caring for yours CareQuality
Commission

Oakview Lodge
Care & Nursing Home

At Oakview Lodge Care & Nursing Home, our care is the kind

we would want all of our loved ones to receive. In these difficult
times the elderly population is particularly vulnerable at home.
If you are concerned about how your relative will cope and
would Llike them to have more support, Oakview Lodge provides
family-led care in a luxury home. Offering nursing, residential
and dementia care, our dedicated team make Llife comfortable
and enjoyable for all our residents, allowing them to live safely
and as they choose.

- Person centred care - Daily fine dining
- Tailored meaningful activities -+ Hair and beauty salon
- Luxury en-suite bedrooms - Cinema room

- Secure spacious garden - Pub and Café

O ovo7375345
° WWW.COuntrycourtCQre.COm

@ Princes Avenue, Welwyn Garden City, AL7 4HQ

- - GG Carpentry

Gary Gibson

Welwyn & surrounding areas.

Ring for a reliable, friendly service. All jobs considered including floor laying,
door hanging, lock fitting, cupboard making, kitchens & general maintenance.

01438 712458 Mobile 07840 766182

SHIRES PEST CONTROL

Plumbing Services

ree Quotation «No Call Out Charge
+ All Work Undertaken

Phone: Andy
WASPS- RODENTS — MOLES Mobile: 07976427225

Mobile: 07890 131174 Office: 01438 358966
: b 4 e
Tel: 01767 315101 email: andycas@ntlworld.com Sewes
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Dear Friends

| write this just as Boris
Johnson has announced the
latest nationwide lockdown. |
have not looked at the detail yet,
and anyway by the time you read
this hopefully we might be
looking towards Christmas and
a lifting of restrictions.

There has, therefore, been
a lot of talk about us ‘saving
Christmas’. But, of course,
traditionally Christians have
believed not that we need to
save Christmas, but that
Christmas might just save us:
‘Born so long ago to save us.’

The idea of ‘being saved’,
which is where we get the English
words ‘salvation’ and ‘Saviour’
from, does need unpacking in this
day and age — after all we
perhaps do not feel like we need
to be saved, and it is not clear
exactly what we need to be
saved from.

But leaving aside those details,
| think it is important to
acknowledge the more basic

point that if
God is a word
which means
anything, then
he is the one
who takes the
initiative.
Ultimately if there is a God,
then the universe is not a
democracy — he is in charge.
Now generally we do not like to
be told that someone else is in
charge. We do not like being told
what to do, and like to imagine

ourselves in charge of our own
destiny. But particularly in a time
of crisis, perhaps we need to let
go, stop believing that we are
going to ‘save Christmas’ or
indeed the world, and that
ultimately the fate of all of us
rests with a God who is perfect
love, perfect peace and perfect

joy.
Pk
e

Yours



CREATIVE PLANTING DESIGN & GARDENING SERVICES

welwin

New garden planting designs
o ric *  Garden redesign & development
(L *  Plantadvice & recommendations

Planting services
Seasonal pots & containers

Please call to arrange a garden visit & to talk through your

TENNIS CLUB

ideas Brequirements: NINE COURTS, EIGHT FLOODLIT
TWO WINTER INDOOR COURTS
Katie Mitchell 07535 878033 twigsandbloomsuk@gmail.com FABULOUS 4 COURT KIDS ZONE

CARDIO TENNIS
WELL APPOINTED CLUBHOUSE AND BAR

SOCIAL AND COMPETITIVE TENNIS
NI C HO LS ON S FULL-TIME COACHES ALWAYS AVAILABLE
PLUS! TABLE TENNIS with LEAGUE MATCHES
CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS
MEMBERSHIP: 01438 816800

1 | Flaar, Elrilng Houze COACHING: 01438 717990

www.welwyntennis.co.uk
26 Fiddlebridge Lane \

H atfield
Herfordshire AL10 OSF Welwyn TennisClub™ [ .
Ottway Walk -
JE—
Tel: 01707 630330 Playing Fields >

Fax: 01707 630599 ALG 9AT e

ALLWOOD...

Quality Cars At Affordable Prices - Over 80 cars in stock online
Branches in Welwyn Garden City & Waltham Cross

We Buy Your Car Call Us Today

For A Valuation
Your Local & Independent Car Buyer
Specialists in Classic Car buying

www.Allwoodautos.co.uk & www.tewincars.co.uk

Mobile: 07747 604 760




JESSIE - The Rectory Dog

Dear Friends

| am sitting on the sofa just absorbing
the news that we are going back into
‘lockdown.” | am not entirely sure what
that means. | know some people will be
very unhappy. But for us dogs it isn’t so
bad. Master and Mistress will be home
most of the time, there isn’t apparently
much to do but eat, and exercise is still
allowed. | think the work stuff that you
humans do is overrated, though | do
find it increasingly difficult to get onto
the computer, to write my articles, and
carry out vital dog-centred research. So
my advice to you is to find a canine

neighbour’s. |
read somewhere
that in Italy when
there was a very
strict lockdown,
and walking a dog
was about the
only reason you
were allowed out,
apparently my
Italian cousins were entirely knackered
at being walked by all and sundry, all
day, every day. Well we Labradors like
a lot of exercise so
what are you

&9

friend, cuddle up or go out for a walk.  waiting for? N .__v':' 53
If you haven’t got one, borrow a Jess & &
THE CROCODILE

Crocodiles are the biggest reptiles in
the world. They can grow up to 6 metres
and weigh more than a ton, although
there is a dwarf version (osteolaemus
tetraspis) which grows to about 1.5
metres. They really do produce tears,
but this is because whilst eating they
swallow too much air, which then
touches the lachrymal glands and forces
tears to flow. Their night vision is good
and they are mostly nocturnal hunters.
Crocodiles do not chew their food and
they often swallow stones to act as
ballast to balance their bodies and assist
in crushing food. They can be found in all
inhabited continents with the exception
of Europe.

So what is this one doing on
Singler’s Marsh?




Home. There’s no place like it!

Home Instead Senior Care are an Award Winning Home
Care company providing one-to-one care tailor made to
your individual requirements.

Services Include:

* Companionship & Home Help

*# Local Transportation & Errands

# Meal Preparation & Shopping

* Respite & Convalescence Support
* Personal Care

* Specialist Dementia Care
and much more...
To find out how we can help you call
01707 240 650

www.homeinstead. co.uk/fwelwyn

Affordable Roofline

For a Free Quote Call Ashley on
07983-176318

——l O 0OFING & GUTTERI N G

Fascia-Soffit-Gutters-Cladding- Flat roofing & tiling
UPVC-Roof Repairs & Cleaning | aranteed

Email: Ashleyrigden1@Hotmail.co.uk




DREAMING OF A WHITE CHRISTMAS ?

Today it is one of those lovely days of
‘autumn mist and mellow fruitfulness’ yet
getting colder, time to find that warm
coat from the back of the cupboard. But
when you read this shall we already be
in the grip of winter, heating on and
hunkered down?

Four hundred years ago exactly, a frost
fair was held on the Thames. Fifteen
years later in 1635 the Thames froze over
again, between 1662-67 skating was

speed on the sledge with my father; my
parents being concerned about frozen
pipes; at school our one-third pint milk
bottles had ice on top, while at home
the blue tits got the foil tops off the milk
bottles outside; my father skating with
me on Barnet Park's frozen pond. Later,
at boarding school we had no heat at all
in our dorms, astonishing in these days.
We girls put our underclothes under our
eiderdown to be warm for dressing in the

launched on the Thames for the pleasure freezing cold dorms next day. Snowmen

of King Charles I, and by 1677 the
freezing of the Thames was recorded as
a ‘regular occurrence’.

While it is unlikely the Thames will
freeze in 2020-2021, London always
being slightly warmer due to the traffic
and centrally heated buildings, memories
of severe winters in living memory
abound. Especially it seems, 1947 and
1962-3. Only this morning, a friend on
the phone told me his earliest memory as
a three-year old: ‘We lived in Canterbury
and in 1947 the snow reached the
upstairs windows. It was very dark
downstairs and my dad had to dig out
from the front door to tunnel up and out.’

Since March, along with many of you,
| have enjoyed chatting over WhatsApp
with various groups, and one in particular
has been a wonderful source of
Memories. Here are some of winter
days...

Starting with the cold winter of 1947,
Jasmine writes: ‘I recall the milkman and
horse drawn van having a big problem on
our road holding back from slipping; no
traffic so great fun going downhill at

lasted many days and snowball fights
were huge fun.’

Daphne's abiding memory of 1947 is
huge icicles dangling from the gutters:

‘I had to walk about four miles to school
as there was no public transport and my
sister, aged three, nearly died of
pneumonia as there was no central
heating in those days.’

Beth remembers that winter in Wales:
‘Our canteen was about 200 yards from
the school and you could smell the
cabbage from the school, but we were
usually so hungry and so cold in the
winter of ‘47. At home having to look for
something in the garden to break the ice
in the outside toilet. We used to go down
steep slopes on ladders with the big boys
if they would let us on (my mother would
have had a fit had she known).”

Daphne again: ‘In the absence of
sledges, we used to hurtle down snowy
banks on tea trays. So glad that Health
and Safety hadn't been invented!’

Yes, sledging could be dangerous, as
John remembers from 1980: ‘When
doing aircrew survival training in
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FlexiFootCare
Mobile Podiatry / Chiropody Services

Offeringa professional foot care service at affordable
prices in the comfort of your own home

HCPC Registerad Podiatrist
Diane Fletcher

BSc (Hons) Podiatry, MChS

* Nail care, Corns, Callus, Verruca. Athletes foot

* Ingrown toenails - advice & conservative
treatment

* Diabetic foot assessments

= Simple insole therapy & Foot pain

Call: 0790 3293533

Email: flexifootcare@hotmail.com

Website coming very soon

Discounts for 3 or more in one lbcation & competitive rates for
care homes & day centres

Office Blinds ~ Domestic Awnings

The Complete Window
Service

[airlight Plinds & curtains

Free Quotations

34 Bury Lane ~ Codicote
Hertfordshire ~ 5G4 8XX

Tel: 01438 82017!

Fax: 01438 82017!
Mobile: 07976 599902
email: info@fairlightblinds.co.uk
www.fairlightblinds.co.uk

3|qo|IpAD 51D} J0 SbUbY ~ SbulySIUINg 140G X} SUID}IND

Roller Blinds ~ Venetians ~ Verticals ~ Romans

Pleated Blinds ~ Wood Weave

XEROX DIGITAL

T: 01438 811905

E: alantriog@aol.com
121 London Road, Knebworth SG3 6EX &

New addition Xerox Versant 80

.
e _ﬂ =

TRIOGRAPHICS PRINTERS LIMITED

. Est.1977
* Magazines ¢ Leaflets

* Programmes ¢ Business cards

¢ Booklets ¢ Newsletters

e Stationery ¢ Mailings/fulfilment
= ¢ Personalisation

e Scanning

¢ In-house finishing

ACCOUNTANCY & BOOK-KEEPING SERVICES
Specialists To The Self-Employed & Small Business

Self-Assessment Tax Returns/Financial Accounts
Book-Keeping/V.A. T./P.A.Y.E./C.L.S. Schemes ctc.

Contact - Steve or Anne Vine on 01438 717105
31 Wilga Road-Welwyn-Herts-AL6 9PT

8




DREAMING OF A WHITE CHRISTMAS continued from p.7

Otterburn in January we used polythene
sacks until one chap hit a hidden rock and
broke his ankle.’

Happily Elaine recalls ‘47 as a gentler
time: ‘My father made me a simple
wooden sledge. How precious are the
things that are handmade for us.’

Gay's memory of '47 is sad: ‘My
grandfather was vicar of Hinton Parva,

a village in Wiltshire, I lived with my
grandparents and my aunt through the
war. In 1947 during a time of heavy snow
my grandfather died. The ambulance
could not reach him, so the driver and
paramedic had to trek across the fields
with a stretcher. My grandmother was
given three months to leave the rectory.
She came to live with us as my father was
then working for the Air Ministry and was
given accommodation.’

Not surprising so many remember
1947 as very cold; here is an observation
from the Met-Office: On no day in
February 1947 did the temperature at
Kew Observatory top 4.4C, and only twice
in the month was the night minimum
temperature above 0C.

Jenny does not remember 1947 any
more than | do... it was the year of her
birth and | was only one. Jenny says: ‘My
mum told me '47 was an extremely cold
winter and very hot summer. | remember
the winter of 63, with 6ft snow drifts and
the only water was from a standpipe in
the main road which was taken up every
evening, as all the smaller water mains
froze solid. My father told me that 1947
was much worse.’

In 1962-63 | was at boarding school, we

9

used to have to run around the buildings
before breakfast (which was at 7.30 am)
on paths cleared of snow, with only blazers
over our uniforms. | felt tremendously sorry
for the prefects who had to stand on duty,
to make sure we younger ones kept
running! My memory started an hilarious
exchange of memories of the bitter cold
and Victorian conditions in the boarding
schools of the 1940's, 50s and 60s... lack

of any heating, ice inside the windows,
dressing under bedclothes, cold Lino on
dormitory floors, someone even
commented: ‘You were lucky to have Lino,
our dormitories just had bare floorboards!
We forget now how awful it was to be
permanently cold!” Our comments were
beginning to resemble a Monty Python
sketch!

Jasmine again: ‘1962/3 was bitter, snow
melted then froze solid for 6 weeks, we had
power cuts for up to 4 hours and cooked
supper at times over our Baxi fire. Those
were the days in our first home!’

The Met-Office report about 1963 recalls:
A blizzard over South West England, and
South Wales in late December, brought
snowdrifts 6m deep. Villages were cut off,
power lines were brought down, trains were
cancelled, farmers couldn't reach livestock,
and many starved to death. Extremely
tragic. From Boxing Day 1962 to early
March 1963, much of England was under
snow continuously, 3 months of snow.

Many thanks to friends in the Bible
Discovery WhatsApp group for sharing
many memories to help us get through
some long days of lockdown.

So, are you still dreaming of a
White Christmas?

Vernonne Allan
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bluebird
cares

¥ Independent
t Physiotherapy &
B Sports Injury Clinic

Musculoskeletal problems, sports
injuries, orthopaedic rehabilitation,

Treatments |nciude
soft _|::~. ie mas

py laser & acupuncture

Pod:atrlst on Wednesday mornings
Reformer Pilates and sports massage Mon-Fri
OPEN:

Varying times depending on days
Mon-Fri: from 8am to 7.30pm

Tel: 01438 716838

The Vineyards, 15a Codicote Road, Welwyn, AL6 9NE
www.physiovineyards.co.uk
practice @p hysiovineyards.co.uk

Call and talk to one of our friendly professionals today:

Care visits at home

We care passionately

For many people the questions
about care don't arise until
suddenly, there is a need.

Home care with Bluebird Care

can be anything from as little as
30 minutes up to several hours a
day, supporting you to remain as
independent as possible, living the
lifestyle you choose.

01707 263 723

bluebirdcare.co.uk/welwyn-hatfield
welwynandhatfield@bluebirdcare.co.uk

We are independently regulated

ACORN PLAYGROUP
& PRE-SCHOOL

from little acorns, great oak trees grow

OFSTED OUTSTANDING Nursery School
FREE PLACES Children Aged 2 To 4 Years*
LARGE Classrooms + Secure Garden
ESTABLISHED over 20 years
OPEN Mon to Fri term-time 9am — 4pm

LARGE CAR PARK easy access

lished in 1992 in Oaklands, now located in Welwyn Village

*Government funding for 2 year olds (criteria applies) and 3-4 year olds

Whitehill, Off School Lane
‘Welwyn, Hertfordshire AL6 9FN

Formore information call 01438 840132

orvisit www.acornwelwyn.com

Registered Charity Number 1054698
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Feeling lonely? You are not alone

Most people feel lonely sometimes, for
many different reasons. During the current
pandemic, feelings of loneliness have been
even more common. If loneliness is
affecting your life, there are things you can
try that may help even if you are not able
to meet other people face to face. Explore
ways to spend time together. If you can
meet up with, or visit friends or family,
make sure you always follow social
distancing guidelines when you are outside
your home. Perhaps a walk in the park
would be good, as spending time in green
spaces can help our wellbeing.

If you are staying at home, you can still
spend time with others. Lots of people are
doing things together online, like watching
films, playing Scrabble or having dinner
together.

Check in regularly

Creating a regular routine of checking in
with others is good, as it can make it easier
to reach out at the time you feel lonely.
Regular phone calls, messages or even
writing letters are lovely ways to keep in
touch when we have to stay at home.

Share your feelings

Being able to share your feelings with
others can help with loneliness, and
hearing a familiar voice or seeing a friendly
face makes us feel less isolated. Telling
someone you trust that you are feeling
lonely can help.

Do more things you enjoy
Filling your time doing more things you like

11

can stop you from focusing on feelings of
loneliness. If you are staying home,
entertaining radio shows or podcasts are
a good way to occupy your mind and keep
you company. You can also listen to audio
books, and join an online book club to talk
about it with others. There are also lots of
comedy clubs online, so search for
something that will make you laugh.
Exercise can lift your mood and help

take your mind off things. If you want
something more calming, try a free mental
wellbeing audio guide, or give a relaxation
or mindfulness app a go.

Look after yourself

Feeling lonely can be very stressful and

can have a big impact on your general
wellbeing, which might make it even harder
to make positive steps to feeling better. Ask
yourself if you are getting enough sleep,
eating well and getting enough physical
exercise?

Social Prescriber

If you are feeling lonely you may benefit
from meeting the Social Prescriber at
Bridge Cottage Surgery who can offer
further guidance and advice. If you would
like to make an appointment with the
Social Prescriber then please phone the
surgery 01438 715044.

Information taken from - www.nhs.uk

If you would like further information about the Bridge
Cottage Surgery Patient Participation Group please
email: ppgbridgecottage@gmail.com



N SUPPORT YOU AT HOME

Having an elderly parent or loved one who relies
‘ MW on support at home can be a very anxious time

? : for everyone involved. However it doesn’t
. have to be...

o
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We have managed to stay completely Covid19
FREE and have still managed to visit all of our
customers throughout the whole pandemic.

Infection control is very important to us “How can | keep my parent
this includes staff training and awareness  or loved one safe, who can
the use of PPE. All PPE is suppled to our | trust to make sure that they

customers free of charge and this is refilled are taken care of the way that

when stocks begin to run low I have taken care of them”?

More people are returning to work and We provide care in the comfort of your
are unable to care for their loved one as own home. We can assist you with all your
much as they were during lockdown daily living tasks. We can support you to

anxieties can creep in. stay independent with limited mobility.

Call now on 01707 246 552 or visit www.leaseoflifehomecare.co.uk

I & B Electrical

Free Quotes and
Competitive Prices

{ m Stevenage Glasy ‘
| - Company Ltd

Your One Stop Glass Centre
We provide a full selection of
glass, glazing materials, mirrors,
coloured splashbacks & more

For more information please visit our
showroom or website below

PLEASE CALL US ON

01438 369 311 .

SHOWROOM & HEAD OFFICE
|  Cavendish Road Stevenage Herts
SG1 2EU

www.stevenage-glass.co.uk

G,
At Sur,

All work tested by our :E@\?
registered engineer  iEEEe

Daytime: 07861 398288
Evening: 01707 262771

www.ib-electrical.co.uk
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CHRISTMAS GIVING

A huge thank you for your generous
response to our Harvest Appeal and to
the “Bike’n’Hike”. Sponsorship for those
cycling and walking, including Giftaid,
exceeded £2000 while the Harvest
Appeal total for Christian Aid exceeded
£1000.

As in previous years, we will be
supporting a charity with our Christmas
Service collections. As it may not be
appropriate to attend church "in the
flesh", there will be plenty of opportunity
for everybody to support this year's
excellent cause on-line.

The work of the Whitechapel Mission is
well known to many of us. it provides hot
meals, clothing, blankets and sleeping
bags to hundreds of homeless people.
Winter is always the most difficult time
for the homeless, especially this year
when most other providers have had to
close (including Crisis at Christmas). The

Whitechapel doors will be open every
day this winter as the numbers requiring
a hot meal, shower and a change of
clothing (not to mention a kind word or
some advice) will be increased due to the
current pandemic, including its economic
effects. Our gifts this Christmas really can
transform lives!

It is currently unclear how "normal”
Christmas 2020 will be. Hopefully our
much-loved traditional Christmas
services will go ahead in one form or
another, subject to the rules applicable
at the time.

If services are allowed, there will be
designated ‘gift aid’ envelopes available
in church. For those not attending, there
will be a link on www.welwyn.org.uk to
facilitate your Christmas gift.

Thank you once more for your
wonderful generosity, it makes a huge
difference.

Jo Fozzard

‘We served 223,354 meals in the last twelve months. But it is about more than
meals. By encouraging each person to address the issues which caused their
homelessness, we help them to gain the skills and confidence to make lasting
changes in their lives. We believe
everyone deserves a chance,
regardless of their background,
race or religion . We are open
every day of the year and expect
to see over 400 homeless and
vulnerable men and women
every day. And we do this
without public funding.’

Tony Miller - Director
The Whitechapel Mission
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038 712713

Heating & Plumbing

Homewood 31‘!2‘.‘.!3?> CHIMNEY SWEEPIN

PLUMBER & HEATING ENGINEER 1 | LR

B Cowls, Bird Guards, Chimney Caps
S supplied & fitted.

« Boiler Repairs, Servicing & Replacements
+ Central Heating Repairs & Installation

01438517314 0r 07977 924459

: ) S Kevin Tallant 07904 025301
mllton@hOmEWOOdPlumblng-CO-Uk T\ kevin@tlt-chimney-sweeping.co.uk

www.homewoodplumbing.co.uk L] B Oy sweeping
: ‘} _ 5 Mill Race, Stanstead Abbotts, Hertfordshire,

Jol Stine | 1DS Window Cleaning

PAINTER & DECORATOR We clean windows & frames

Patios & Driveways Pressure Washing
Fascias & Conservatories

INTERIOR/ EXTERIOR

DULUX NETWORK MEMBER

POLE-FED PURE WATER SYSTEM
TEL: 01707 266118 Call Luka on: 07713 490 773
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VOLUNTEERING AT WHIPSNADE Z0OO

Since August | have been a Navigator
Volunteer at Whipsnade Zoo. | had been
going to the zoo as a visitor for many years.
| became a member some 20 or so years
ago, and was then offered a fellowship after
| had been a member for several years. This
year, during “lockdown”, when the zoo
needed funds urgently, | signed up as a
patron, and so | was able to visit the zoo
again as soon as it re-opened in June.

It quickly became apparent that the new
regulations, necessary to inhibit the spread
of the virus, meant that more volunteers
were needed to look after queues and
generally manage visitor numbers as they
moved around the zoo. | volunteered, was
interviewed, my references were taken up
and | was offered a post as Navigator

Volunteer.
Whipsnade is
huge (over 600
acres), so there
are many areas

where visitors can Red Kite

move about perfectly freely,

but there are “pinch points” at some
exhibits and that is where the volunteer
presence was most needed. The role of
Navigator Volunteer was created to meet
this need. We assist visitors in maintaining
proper social distance when queuing to get
into the zoo or visiting any of the enclosed

areas, such as the
penguins, the giraffes,
the lions, the aquarium
and butterfly house or
the elephant house.
While people are
queuing, we can also tell

T
=
z

T

them about the animals

. Asian Elephant
they are waiting to see

and, as they leave, we can tell them the
best way to get to the next animals they
want to visit.

Since | have been volunteering, | have
learnt a huge amount about the zoo and
the animals it looks after. When | started,

I didn’t even know that three of our four
lions are males. Because they don’t have
manes, | had always assumed they were

all females! Max, Neo and Toto would
probably object to being called lionesses
and, now | know they are males, | can quite
clearly see the differences. It is fun to point
this out to visitors, too, many of whom also
think all our lions are females. If you want
to know more, come to the zoo and ask.
Any of the volunteers on duty will be
delighted to give you a full explanation

and point out which lion is which.

So, what is a day volunteering like?
Interesting, tiring, great fun, hot,
cold, wet .... Atypical day starts just before
9.30 am when those who are working all




Foot Fit IL

Caroline Davies
Dip.CFHP MPSPract(FHP)

07747 346181
Home Visits

e Reduction of
thickened nails.

o Removal of painful
corns and callus.

* Management of
cracked heels.

e Treament of fungal
nail infections and

verrucae. :
& Ingrown toenail

® Nail trimming. treatment

professional

& standards
authority
accredited register

Foot Health Professional

Mardley Herbal

Marie Carr BSc (Hons) MNIMH

MARDLEY HERBAL

Medical Herbalist | FSM Practitioner | First Aid trained
Do you want to manage your
own health and wellness?
Anxiety, depression, disturbed sleep?
Chronic pain or a long-standing condition?
Have a minor health issue or symptoms

that aren’t improving?

Why not try a different approach.
ilabl and

A - kend
PP ments a

07973 303617
info@mardleyherbal.com
www.mardleyherbal.com

WOOLMER GREEN
HALL

AVAILABLE TO HIRE
for parties, meetings, clubs,
conferences.

Licensed for wedding &
civil ceremonies.

WOOLMER GREEN
MARKET

Food & Craft
Fourth Sunday of the month
9am to 12pm

www.woolmergreenpc.org.uk
Tel: 0370 777 6132

Got a
Mac?

Is it slowing down?

« 2

Spinning ball?

; : Macs are renowned for
Né:zgd |;npar‘t|a| being reliable and easy to
. use, but even the best
We can help. can have problems.

With over 30 years of
Macs2U "

Apple Mac experience,
we can help your Mac
run smoother, play better
with other devices, and
save you frustration.

Mac Specialists

01462 485561

robin@macs2u.co.uk  Has iCloud become iFog

- confused? We can help.

facebook.com/
macs2uherts Malware is more
common on the Mac than
ever, we can clean it up.
www.macs2u.co.uk
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VOLUNTEERING AT WHIPSNADE ZOO continued from p15

day, or the morning
shift, arrive in the
volunteer mess room
and sign in. At the same
time a volunteer
coordinator arrives and
hands out the rotas for
the day and gives out
any notices, such as new arrivals (17 guinea
pig babies) or departures (Freya, the
wolverine kite, is off to Germany). Rotas in
hand, we collect our radios and wander off
to our assigned duties. The zoo opens at
10.00 am.

Generally, volunteers spend an hour in
an area before moving on somewhere else.
For example, one day last week, | had an
hour and a quarter in the Visitors’ Centre
from 9.45 — 11.00 am, managing the queue
at the entrance to the zoo, then | went to
the penguins for an hour and at 12.00 noon
| had a half hour coffee break. After that,

I had lions (I love the lions), then lunch,
followed by giraffes, butterflies and
finishing up with penguins again. Given the
size of the zoo, it is easy to walk four or
more miles a day moving from one area to
another and you have to remember to give
yourself enough time to get to where you
are going. A half hour coffee break may
sound exceptionally generous, but not if
you have to walk 20 minutes to the nearest

Rockhopper Penguin

loo! In bad weather,
wearing enough layers
and making sure the top
| layer is wind and water
| proof is absolutely vital
unless you want to
‘| spend the whole day
& 1 miserably cold and wet.
Most of the dutles involve the volunteers
being outside in all weathers. Our day ends
when the zoo closes. Last entry to the
exhibits is half an hour before closing and
the exhibits are supposed to close 15
minutes before the zoo does, in order to
give the visitors enough time to walk back
to the entrance. Once the last visitor has
left our area, we can radio the keepers to
come and lock up and then walk back to
the mess room to sign out. ZSL has been
recruiting as many new volunteers as
possible, and so the role of Engagement
Volunteer has now come about. This was
first mooted in Spring before the pandemic
hit and everything was put on hold for
months. Engagement Volunteers spend
more time talking to visitors and explaining
about the animals kept at the zoo. They are
stationed anywhere throughout the zoo
where some extra information might
enhance a visitor’s experience of the zoo.
After further training | am hoping to

Patagoman Mara

become an Engagement Volunteer.

Rita McNeill

Przewalski’s horse family — mother, baby and father (from the left)
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ll@"n Local Computer Hardware and Software Repairs, Peter %rby
Tl &

Upgrades and Advice for Home and Business Antiques T4 Restoration

Tel. 07974 156743 / 01582 794723
Email enquiries@kenhodsoncomputerservices.co.uk A NTIQU ES RESTORATI ON

wwwkenhodsoncomputerservices.co.uk over 40 years experience
o Nofix, no fee for all -youh thing to | . L 1s
s Loty T e g All Repairs, Inc. Modern, Polishing

Most repairs carried out in your home, if not the computer will be picked up from and Fuﬂy InSUIEd, Free Estmtesl NO VAT

delivered back to you

«  Problems with Windows / Applications / Internet / networks fixed 2
«  Friendly training and instruction available in plain English TEI . 01 920 821973
«  Advice given on upgrades — many older computers can be upgraded at a fraction of ‘mail: oW @gm =
the cost of a new machine £ i Pet 0rby56 ailcom
«  Upgrades of hardware and software carried out www.peterworby.co.uk

CG ACCOUNTING LIMITED

Offering accounting, bookkeeping & tax services to suit all businesses

PAYE, Payroll, VAT, Self-assessment, Management Accounts,
Annual Accounts Compliance

Contact Caroline on

Mobile: 07786 863050 Email: info@cgaccounting.co.uk

’ Gill's Bathrooms & Kitchens
36 Burrowfield

Welwyn Garden City

BATHROOMS & KITCHENS Herts AL7 4SR

www.gillsbathrooms.co.uk | www.gillskitchens.co.uk

Here at Gill’'s we believe that the kitchen and bathroom are the most important rooms in
your home and we’re here to help you create that perfect space - whatever your style.
Get in touch today to find out how we can help make your dream home.

* Kitchen & Bathroom Installation ¢ Plumbing & Heating * Property Maintenance

Email us Give us a call

sales@gillsbathrooms.co.uk 01707 371707




HERTFORDSHIRE

nline Watch Link
e WWW.OWLCO.UK

2020: A year of growth for OWL

You probably will not be surprised to
learn that Neighbourhood Watch
support in Welwyn has grown this year
with more people signing up for the
OWL online system and therefore are
receiving warnings about crimes and
“scams” in the area.

OWL now covers 47% of households
in Welwyn East and West wards. Given
that about 8% of households in the UK
do not have access to the internet, and
therefore cannot join an online system,
this is quite an impressive figure and
makes a significant impact on the
awareness of crime in our
neighbourhood.

Our members tell us they appreciate
being kept up to date with the latest
crimes they should be watching out
for, and there have been a lot of
worrying (and quite convincing) scams
this year. OWL members also say they
value the regular reminders to be very
cautious about unexpected contacts
whether by email, text, telephone or
someone calling at their door. We get
a lot of ‘thank you’ messages!

Residents who are not registered
with OWL miss out on these warnings
and could be vulnerable to scams,
confidence tricksters and rogue
traders. If you are one of these people
and have access to the internet at

19

CONSTABULARY

home why not join us? It will only take
a few moments to register via the
website below, and the more members
we have looking out for scams and
criminals, the safer we all are.

If you are an OWL member and
appreciate the messages you receive,
do please spread the word. It is quite
likely that one of your neighbours is a
non-member who is missing out. Next
time you are having a socially distanced
chat with them, perhaps you could
enquire?

When you read your OWL messages,
please think of local friends and
neighbours who do not have internet
access, and pass on any warnings that
might be appropriate. We are very
much aware that the people who are
unable to join OWL may also be
amongst the most vulnerable in our
area.

We would like to wish everyone to
have a very safe and Happy Christmas.
Our thanks to all the OWL members
who have made us aware of new scams
and crimes so that we can share them
with others.

Valerie Richards and John Mitchell
www.owl.co.uk/herts



Parkinson’s UK B
‘Welwyn Hatfield Branch Michael She"ey X ‘:'.

Do you or a member of your

]
family suffer from Parkinson’s? EIEdrlcaI

if z0 help iz at hand.
_ _ Qualified Electrician
Advice on financial support
Support & respite for carers I} =
Armchair Exercizes No lOb
Outings

Weekly gatherings

n
Regular Neux‘sleﬂm too sma“ A
ol & presentasons Tel: 01438 820 820

Contact John Edwards Mobile: 07930 243651

Tel: 01992 558247 - ;
Vet e Email: m|f:hael.shelley@lwe.co.uk
A member of ElecSa

email j.suthll@yahoo.couk

What’s worrying you...?

Low
Mood

Low

Ectacrn Stress Anger Anxiety

Free introductory consultation with a
qualified therapist.
We are offering online therapy via Skype, Zoom,

FaceTime, or WhatsApp, so that you can access
the help you need, wherever you are.

In total confidence call / text 07986 488690
or email info@emotionalskills.ul

www.emotionalskills.uk
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ETHIOPIA Part 2. The historical background

The Rift Valley and the south.

The great Rift Valley runs diagonally
across Africa from the Red Sea, first
passing through Ethiopia. It contains a
series of tranquil lakes, and wild life
abounds. Visitors can take trips out on
the lakes to see crocodiles and exotic
birds. The countryside becomes much
more fertile towards the south, and the
Rift Valley wine industry is beginning to
thrive.

At the head of the Rift Valley are two
interesting towns. Dire Dawa has an
outdoor railway museum dedicated to
the French, who built the first and only
railway, linking Addis Ababa with the
Red Sea, a distance of approximately
725 miles. It was built just prior to the
1* World War, but fell into disrepair
after the 2™ World War due to
competition from the roads. Old rolling
stock and railway carriages can be
seen, also the platform

The town is the only remaining
stronghold of the Islamic influence
which swept through Africa. Like many
other Ethiopian towns, the centre is a
blaze of colour with the local market,
in which absolutely anything can be
purchased. Fantastic, coloured
beadwork is a local speciality made
into plates and often displayed on
walls for decoration.

The soil, very stony in the north,
becomes sandy and quite red further
south, indicating the presence of iron.
However, a lack of fuel has prevented
the ore being extracted. Trees are the
only precious source of domestic and
light industrial fuel, and so to enhance
it, the fast-growing eucalyptus tree has
been introduced.

Travelling on an African dust road is
a unique experience. Overtaking and
passing vehicles send up a cloud of
dust which takes at least half a minute

and the turn-table for
engines —a marvel in
engineering as it could
be turned by one or two
men pushing it.

The other town well
worth a visit is Harar.
This is an elevated,
walled city with five
entrances and about
360 narrow, very
colourful alley-ways.
easy to get lost in
without a local guide.

-

Entrance to Harar



ETHIOPIA Part 2. The historical background

to abate. The driver takes no notice, grazing land or watering holes will halt
confident that the road is straight!! traffic indefinitely.
Two other hazards: children, Farmers used to be simply herdsmen,

deprived of company and often bored, but for many years the herds have

will way-lay vehicles seeking attention; been diminishing due to natural global
and will slow moving herds of cattle warming, so much so that the farmers
and, goats on the move between have had to diversify and now a




ETHIOPIA Part 2. The historical background

thriving agricultural landscape meets
the eye. Coffee, maize, sorghum, oil
seeds, lentils and numerous vegetables
can be seen growing in neatly
cultivated fields. Much of this produce
is exported, including skins and hides.
The country has certainly recovered
well from the devastating famine of the
mid-nineteen eighties, when the rains
failed to come.

Much further south, bordering
Kenya, the tribes exist as they have
done ever since life began. With the
help of a local guide, it is not difficult
to arrange a visit to one of them to
experience their way of life. The men
occasionally go hunting for food, but
spend much time sitting around, or
guarding the site. Women do all the
usual household chores and rear the
children; they also dismantle and
rebuild their abodes when land has
been fully exploited and new pastures
are sought. Here, the people are much
darker-skinned and their features more
typically African than those who live
further north.

Visitors may, if lucky, experience a
bull-jumping ceremony. This is a family
celebration to announce that a young
man is now ready to get married. Most
of the day is spent in dancing and
singing led by the young girls. Youths
who have already undergone the
ceremony are on hand and can be
selected by a female who invites him
to whip her. If he does not fancy her

23

much, the whip lands on clothing, but
otherwise, she bears the full brunt of
lash marks on her back.

Finally, at sunset, the herd of bulls
which have been roaming in a near-by
field are brought in and the girls
continue their dancing around them.
The bulls protest, and as the men try to

line them up, many escape through the
crowds. A few bulls are eventually lined
up and held in place whilst the young
man takes a running jump, fully naked,
onto the back of one and runs along to
the end, repeating this back and forth
several times before skulking away into

a bush to collapse!!!
Daphne Skinner



RIP - BOBBY WILSON

22 November 1935 — 21 September 2020
Wimbledon and Davis Cup Tennis Player

Bobby and Elizabeth Wilson moved From the 1950s through until 1977,
to Welwyn from Totteridge in 2013 Bobby reached the quarter finals of

and until ill-health in 2018 Bobby seven Grand Slam singles

continued to tournaments
coach at the 8 and made 26
Chandos Tennis consecutive
Club in Hendon appearances
where he had | at Wimbledon,
worked for which remains
years as Head arecord. He
Coach following was widely

the end of his
playing career
in 1977. Bobby

known as the
most stylish
and naturally

was a regular talented
member of the British tennis
congregation player of his
at St Mary’s | generation
Church and and was a
could often be | great favourite
found atthe | e - = | with the
Saturday E— — — Wimbledon

Fairtrade Café in Church House. He  crowd. He won a junior Wimbledon

was a modest and unassuming man, title in 1952 aged 17 and became one

always delighted to engage in of Britain’s most successful Davis Cup

conversation about tennis, especially players of all time, appearing in a

with those who remembered seeing  record 34 Davis Cup ties, and still

him play. retains the title of most-capped Davis
24



RIP - BOBBY W".SON continued from p24

22 November 1935 — 21 September 2020
Wimbledon and Davis Cup Tennis Player

Club player in Great Britain. turn up by tube and bus and organise
His start in tennis was slightly his own travel to overseas matches.
unorthodox, coached by his mother His employer at the time, Dunlop
Jesse who was Rubber
an average Company,
club player allowed him
with no one third of
coaching the year off to

play tennis,
but the rest
of the time he
had to work to

qualifications.
However, she
had a love of
the game and

the desire and earn a living.
tenacity to Sadly, due
make her to Covid-19,
quiet sporty only 30
soninto a people were
champion. able to attend
Tennis in his his funeral at
era was St Mary’s
entirely Church. He
different to will be
the tennis of today. remembered fondly for the twinkle in
Wimbledon only turned his eye and great interest in what
professional in 1968 and whilst others had to say.
today’s successful players are Jane Carr

chauffeured to matches and paid
large sums of money, Bobby used to
25



CHRISTINGLE SERVICE

Sunday 13th December at 3.30 pm (livestream)

This family-orientated service is much enjoyed by young and old alike. The
Christingle tradition started in 1747 and became popular in 1968 as a fund-raiser
for the Children’s Society. Ever since it has been an annual fixture in the church
calendar and remains an important stream of income for the charity.

This year, due to the numbers involved, it will not be possible to hold it with a
congregation in our team churches. So instead we will distribute instructions and
kits via our churches and local primary schools.

The Reverends David and Susannah will livestream the Christingle service via
YouTube during which they will show you how to make your Christingle at home
while you are watching. We suspect you might make a better job of it than them!

If you do not have access to a kit via a primary-school child, you will need:

An orange
A candle
A piece of tin foil
Some red tape or ribbon to go around the orange
Four cocktail sticks
Sweets
...... and if you don’t have all those things, feel free
to be as ingenious as you like!
Please note even if you receive a kit you will need an orange!

The livestream details are available via the Christingle link on www.welwyn.org.uk

The Children’s Society supports children in many different settings and
difficulties in the UK. As this year there will not be an opportunity to fill a candle
with money or bring a donation to the service, please consider donating online to
our fund raising page in aid of the Children’s Society to support the vital work
they do.
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WOOLMER GREEN PARISH COUNCIL

Entech site

Ashe Construction is on track to finish the
building works of the shops and office
complex by the end of the year or early in
2021, and we hope to see retail tenants in
the first few months of the new year. There
is no official confirmation of the tenancy of
the convenience store.

Hall Opening and Closing for events

From 5th November most activities that
had been able to resume have had to stop
once again. However, there are a few
limited exceptions where use of the hall is
permitted. Booking enquiries can be made:
bookings@woolmergreenpc.org.uk

Woolmer Green Farmers’ Market

The Woolmer Green Farmers’ Market had a
successful October market with pumpkin
carving outside the hall. As advertised last
month, there were plans for the rest of the
year but please keep an eye on the
Woolmer Green Farmers’ Market Facebook
page for updates. The Christmas Fair is
scheduled for Sunday 13" December and
we hope that this will be able to take place.

Congratulations to local gallery Art @ MG
For the third year running, Art @ MG, an

artist led gallery in Datchworth has won a
major Certificate of Excellence from Trip
Advisor, putting it “in the top 10% of
attractions worldwide”.

S5 7

Owned since 2016

i

i

“a
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by Stevenage artist Marilyn Comparetto,
with help and support from her husband
Ignazio, the gallery has been going from
strength to strength, though with a break
due to Covid 19. The Certificate of
“Travellers’ Choice 2020” was presented to
Marilyn at the Gallery on 21 August by the
Mayor of Welwyn Hatfield Borough Council,
Cllr Roger Trigg. Based at Mardleybury
Farm, in Woolmer Green, Art @ MG has
24 artists exhibiting, with a large range of

paintings plus glass, ceramics and jewellery.
Sarah Hall
sarah.hall@woolmergreenpc.org.uk

Parish Registers

St Mary’s Welwyn
Baptisms
11th October

1st October
2nd October
8th October

Beau Christopher Molyneux
Ted Joseph Christopher Copson
Funeral & Cremation

Richard Basil Walker
Patricia Ann Cox (Cremation)
Bobby Wilson




. FULLY TRAINED LOCAL LOCKSMITHS
(WE ARE NOT A CALL CENTRE)

Lock Outs
Security - Consultants

OAP Discounts = Boarding Up
Police Vetted

Fast Response Times -
Usually within Half An Hour
24 Hours 7 Days A Week No Call Out Charge

Phone Welwyn 01707 515244

CHRISTMAS COTTAGE

BED & BREAKFAST
AYOT GREEN

- Charming 300 year old cottage on a village green
overlooking Brocket Hall golf course.

- Great pubs plus food five minutes walk away
- Summer swimming pool and Jacuzzi

- En-suite rooms, LCD TV, Free WiFi

01707 321489 - Vernon & Jane Sherrift

www.christmascottagebedandbreakfast.co.uk

29

Alicedh

Coralie
Glyn*s

We are a local Almshouse Charity with
14 properties in
Turmore Dale and Hyde Valley

Welwyn Garden City

If you are over 60 and looking for accommaodation,
please contact our Managing Agents:

Welwyn Garden City Housing Association on:

01707 390044
We may be able to help




WELWYN PARISH COUNCIL

| am writing
this article
at theend
of October
for the
December/

1Y t
<N\

Al S /

w
b 3 January

edition. | am

finding it difficult to know what to write
as none of us know what will be
happening when the Welwyn Magazine
is published in December. What a
difficult year it has been for so many
people.

It has been lovely to see the
community spirit coming to the fore in
our Parish and also that people’s sense
of humour has not failed them.

Welwyn Parish Council has continued
to have its meetings on Zoom and
while this is not as ideal as having face
to face discussions it has allowed us to
continue our business in an efficient
manner.

The Parish has had some cheerful
events. Well done to all the businesses
and private residents who decorated
their premises for Halloween. This time
of the year is for children as well as
young at heart adults and they will
have enjoyed the village looking so
colourful, if spooky, during October.

Once again Bill Morris and his
volunteers have spent many hours
sorting out the Christmas lights and
when you read this they will be hanging
(the lights, not Bill and helpers!)
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throughout the Parish to give some
Christmas cheer. Although, sadly, we
will not be able to have our usual
switching on event at St Mary’s church
this year, Caroline our Clerk has
organised for the children to take part
in a Christmas card competition. The
winning entry will receive a prize and
have his or her card displayed in the
village.

The Council together with interested
residents has been in discussion with
Hertfordshire County Council about
replacing the barriers in the village with
planters. At the time of writing | do not
know the outcome of the discussion
but | hope when you read this the
village will have planters, which will
make it pretty and welcoming. Thank
you to our Hertfordshire County
Council’s member Richard Smith,
Welwyn Planning and Amenities Group
(WPAG), Jane Carr and other residents
for their ideas and help.

Several times | have mentioned the
Neighbourhood Plan. We have not
forgotten our intent to start the work
on producing one. The survey is ready
to send out but we needed to apply
for a Grant. This has taken longer than
expected and we are not allowed to
move forward until we have the
application for a Grant approved.

We were delighted in September to
be able to open some of our facilities to
hirers, the large hall in the Civic Centre
and one in the Whitehill Centre. Thank
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- De fotB’ S || NEED HOME REPAIRS
iling, Decorating, Bathroom an P
o el OR DECORATING DONE :
. We provide a high quality service covering
° E_/a”h& F|OBor' :]—Ilmg repairs, renovations, general home maintenance
* itchens, O'T rooms & and painting & decorating services
Cons?r'vafor'les . for both inside and outdoors.
. Tanking (Waterproofing)
. Interior & Exterior Decorating
. Bathrooms & Kitchens Fitted v LOCAL & REPUTABLE
. Undertile Heating v¥" THOROUGH & PROFESSIONAL
¢ Any pattern or size tile ¥ RELIABLE & TRUSTWORTHY
Fully Insured  Work Guaranteed
Free Estimates Call David on: 07543-689328
Phone Michael De Vito on
07789861004 e
. . . HOME M AINTENANCE
e-mail: mike.devito@ntiworld.com

M/eﬁ«/gu F&wf

Retail & Business Florist

29 High Street, Welwyn, Hertfordshire. AL6 9EE
R, 01438 716569 == info@welwynflorist.co.uk
W @welwynflorist f theoldwelwynflorist

] www.welwynflorist.co.uk
Weiiornist y

Medals Wanted|| Richard Parsons
8 Local collector & researcher French Polisher
pays highest prices for all & Furniture Restorer
medals: mlhltaw 9r civil, Antiques - Modern Furniture -
groups or single items. Pianos - Full Repair Service
Also buying other militaria || 27 ST MARTINS ROAD
and civil aviation items. KNEBWORTH (01438) 812200

Tel: 01438 - 811657 HERTS. SG3 6ER 07946 422151
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WELWYN PARISH COUNCIL continued from p30

you to all of our staff who have worked these and other issues can be read on
hard to make the premises safe and our website under the Planning
followed all the COVID guidance. We Committee minutes. Discussions

will of course be reviewing this when and responses have taken a lot of

circumstances allow. Councillors’ time. Special thanks to the
Our Planning Committee has been Planning Committee and its members
busy with responses to consultations for the time they have given to this
including the Government’s White work.
Paper ‘Planning for the Future’, the May | take this opportunity to wish
proposed development of the you all a very Merry Christmas,
Sandylands Site, the Hertfordshire however we are able to spend it,
County Council’s Speed Management  and a Healthy, Happy 2021 which |
Strategy which is a supporting hope will be better for everyone than
document to the Local Transport Plan,  2020. Look after yourselves and others.
WPC’'s comment on Green Belt release Marj otty
and several consultations on Luton Chairman, Welwyn Parish Council

Airport proposals. Our responses to

CHRISTMAS and NEW YEAR QUIZ

O N Uk wWwN

10.

11.
12.

13.
14.
15.

Were Santa’s reindeer all male, all female or a mix of the two? Give a reason
for your answer.

According to the New Testament, how many wise men were there?

What was the traditional Christmas dinner for Victorians?

Who, according to tradition, brought the first Christmas trees to England?
When is St Nicholas’ Day?

How many Sundays are there in Advent?

Who wrote “Twas the night before Christmas...”?

Why might people in England in 1645 have found it hard to celebrate
Christmas?

When did Dickens write “A Christmas Carol”?

How many ghosts specifically visited Scrooge? For an extra point, name
them in order of their visits.

Who played Scrooge in “A Muppet Christmas Carol”?

What do Spanish people traditionally do as the clocks strike midnight on
New Year’s Eve?

Who celebrates Hogmanay?

Name five countries where New Year’s Eve is called Silvester.

When does the Christmas season begin and end?
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SWEEPSMARY
Chimney Sweep

e Sweeping all types of Flues
e Chimney CCTV Inspections e
e Chimney Leakage Tests o
e Bird Nests Removed ¢
e Pots and Cowls Fitted e

e Clean and Friendly Service

01438 553 023

wWww.sweepsmart.co uk

PG
Asset

Services

Your local, friendly computer helper
New computers, laptops, printers ®
refurbished computers ® anti-virus

wireless networks ¢ home tutorials ¢
installations and setup * troubleshooting ®
upgrades ¢ security ® PC health check ¢
repairs * broadband installation
Phone 07768 055906
Email: info@pcassetservices.co.uk

www.pcassetservices.co.uk
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' OmerCare

HERTFORDSHIRE HOME CARE
cal care for local peoj

A family-run business providing home care
services for adults and children in Welwyn

For more information contact Karry Omer on
01438 820999 or email

karryomer@omercare.co.uk

All our staff are CRB checked and
PR T T, trained to our high standards.
 Praparation of meas and shopping
 Cleaningand lroning

v Tiips outto restaurants, cinema etc.
' Sorting of documents, photos etc.

' Mental stimulation by means of card
games, memory boxes, memoirs.

Very flexible service at
competetive rates.

Call us now to arrange for our
Care Manager to visit you to
discuss your requirements.

sTUDIO C ARCHITECTS LTD

Providing architectural design services that respond to your needs

FREE CONSULTATION
*  PROFESSIONAL & PERSONABLE APPROACH
* " PLANNING & BUILDING REGULATION APPLICATIONS
* ' TENDER & CONTRACT ADMINISTRATION
¥ NEW BUILDS & EXTENSIONS
*

ALTERATION, RENOVATION & REFURBISHMENT

Sarah Coughlan
BA (Hons)Arch Pg.Dip(Plym) RIBA

(E) sarahcoughlan@studio-c-architects.com
(W)www.studio-c-architects.com
(T) 01920 413302

sTUDIO C ARCHITECTS LTD
architectural design services RIBA




CHRISTMAS and NEW YEAR QUIZ - ANSWERS

N AW

10.
11.
12.

13.
14.

15.

All female. Male reindeer lose their antlers in winter and all of Santa’s reindeer
are always pictured with antlers.

More than one, but no specific number is ever mentioned “There were wise men
... The number three comes from the gifts they brought, but we are never told
how many magi/wise men/kings there were.

Roast goose

Prince Albert

6" December

Four

Clement Clarke Moore. Its official title is “A visit from St. Nicholas”.

Because Oliver Cromwell and Parliament banned it (along with Easter and
Whitsun) in 1644. It remained banned until the Reformation, so celebrating
Christmas in 1645 was illegal.

1843

Four: Jacob Marley; Christmas Past; Christmas Present; Christmas Yet to Come.
Michael Caine (I will resist the temptation to say “Not a lot of people know that.”
They eat 12 grapes, one each time the clock strikes. It is supposed to ensure a
happy, healthy and prosperous new year.

Scottish people

Austria, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Croatia, Czech Republic, France, Germany,
Hungary, Israel, Italy, Liechtenstein, Luxembourg, Poland, Slovakia, Switzerland,
and Slovenia.

Contentious one to finish with: Begins EITHER Christmas Eve 24™ December OR
Christmas Day 25" December. Ends EITHER Twelfth Night (6™ January) OR
Candlemas (2™ February).

SPONSORSHIP

During lockdown, one of St Mary’s could secure sponsorship for these

Church congregation, and a PCC items by walking the churchyard with
member, Joan Shelley, felt she needed a target of 1200 laps. She is now well
more exercise, and on a regular visit to on her way to her target.

her husband's grave in Codicote Yes, there have been lots of appeals
churchyard, she decided to walk recently but if you would like to
around the churchyard. Joan set support Joan click on the Donate
herself a target of 20 laps. Following button on www.welwyn.org.uk and

a chat with Rev’d David Munchin on mention ‘Joan’ in the message section
the increased costs incurred in the of your donation.

current situation (sanitisers, masks,

gloves, visors etc) Joan wondered if she Thank you
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WOOLMER PEST CONTROL

Hertfordshire
All Pest Control Work Carried Out
Father & Son business
07773 453380 Conor
0778 714 8008 Malachy
Email: woolmerpestcontrolltd@gmail.com
vwww.woolmerpestcontrol.co.uk A MNPTA

COPPER & CALICC
UPHOLSTERY

AT IT AT IETATAYIR YA VIRV

N

YRV VIV VAT AR VAR YR Y YR YORVARY AR YORY YA IV IR

&

Bespoke antique and mid-century furniture upholstery

Tel: 01438 553099
www.copperandcalico.co.uk

Welwyn workshop

KATE WHITELAND

FITNESS PHYSIOTHERAPY

SPORTS INJURY CLINIC
\ HYDROTHERAPY
= =4 PILATES

Sports Injuries Whiplash & Headaches
Back Pain & Neck Pain

Arthritis & Tendonitis

Joint, Nerve & Muscular Pain
Post — Op Rehabilitation

Work Associated Pain Pregnancy related Pain

Telephone 07956 372891
Email katewhiteland@gmail.com

www.fithessphysio.co.uk

KATE WHITELAND BSc (Hons) MSc MMACP MCSP
Member of the Health Professions Council
The Therapy Rooms, Natural Health,

36 Wigmores North, Welwyn Garden City,
Herts AL8 6PH
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INSITGHT

BEAUTY

LOCATED IN WOOLMER GREEN

Offering high quality lash and

nail treatments using industry-

leading products, individually
tailored to each client

WWW.INSIGHTBEAUTY.CO.UK
07718 635 500

ﬁ insightbeauty

insight.beauty

Peter Scoats
Carpenter & Builder

for
All building projects
&

Property maintenance

Tel : Welwyn 01438
715986
07962 318840
scoats007 @gmail.com



MEN’S BREAKFAST - October 2020

The Men’s Breakfast is back — but not as
we know it! Only one breakfast at Church
House had been held this year before the
lock-down in March. After a number of
false hopes that it might be possible to
resume, it became clear that contact
between the many men, who enjoyed the
fellowship and an eclectic programme of
speakers, would have to be brought
together in a different way. So, in October
a meeting was held on Zoom with 23
participants. Breakfast was enjoyed at
home with a 9am Saturday start preceded
by greeting long lost friends!

Gerry and
Jacqui Murphy
presented
‘Walking the
El Camino de
Santiago’.
They are keen
walkers and i Al ey -
with their friend Tony from Canada they
walked the 120km section of the route in
north west Spain from Soria to the shrine
of St James in the cathedral of Santiago.
St James was the son of Zebedee and was
one of the Twelve Apostles. He was
beheaded by Herod in 44AD. His remains
are reputed to have been taken from
Jerusalem by sea to Santiago. He is the
patron saint of Spain.

Many of those walking the Camino, stay

e |
s

in hotels and guest houses booked for them

along the route. The accommodation is
generously priced and many restaurants
7 have a fair

The Camino
logo based on a
| scallop shell is

| to be seen

“Camino” menu.

everywhere along the route. The
Caballeros de Santiago knights who
protected pilgrims built many churches
along the way. Some are simple outside
but beautiful inside. Others are more
substantial, some with castellated walls.
Other notable features are statues in each
village and in the countryside, corn crib
structures built several feet above the
ground to dry corn.

Some 250,000 pilgrims walk the Camino
each year. They come from all over the
world. Gerry and Jacqui met walkers from
the Philippines, Japan and Malaysia: all in
good spirits and very friendly. The pilgrims
all have their reasons for making the
journey. Some are coming to terms with
difficulties in their lives. Some are lively
little groups. Others are single and some
are silent.

After five days of delightful walking in
good weather, Gerry and Jacqui arrived in
Santiago. Their room was in a simple but
comfortable former monastery with a
superb view of the Cathedral and its busy
square thronged with people. They had
their
| pilgrim’s
§| passport
ss| stamped
along the
way and
received
a Camino “Compostela” Certificate for
walking over 100km.

Their talk was eloquently presented,
beautifully illustrated and it generated
many questions.

If you are not on the Men’s Breakfast

list and would like be notified of future
speakers please email:
jimread55@gmail.com

Peter Lee
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nikki lewis
photography
www.nikkilewisphotos.co.uk
Tel: 07973 135330
nikki@nikkilewisphotos.co.uk
Insta: @nikkilewisphotos
Twitter: @nikkilewisphoto
Facebook: @nikkilewisphotos

nicki the cat feeder

Registered Veterinary Nurse
Fully Insured - DBS Checked

07976 488603

nickithecatfeeder@gmailcom

" KNEBWORTH
ELECTRICAL

Elecirical Engineers & Contractan
REPAIRS TO:
+ DISHWASHERS
* WASHING MACHINES
* TUMBLE DRYERS
* OVENS

Tel: (01438) 812236
\_ Mobile: 07778 035182 )

Talk to us any time
you like, In your own
way, and off the
record - about whatever’s getting to you.

% 116 123 Free call

jo@samaritans.org

samaritans.org

Back, neck and shoulder pain
Pain, discomfort and stiffness in joints
Migraine
huscular aches
Sports injuries
Arthritic pain

Wellingham House, 15 Church Street
Wewlyn, Herts ALG 9LN

01438 717865

wini ey nchiropractic co uk

When the body distorts ...

WELWYN CHIROPRACTIC g

- MISALIGNMENT

Stretched (tight) Neck Muscles
HEADACHE/NECK PAIN

E=——Contracted Shoulder Muscles
SHOULDER/ARM PAIN

Contracted Spinal Muscles

BACK PAIN

—— RAISED HIP

Contracted Hip Muscles
i

HIP PAIN

Tightened Hamstrings
KNEE PAIN

Call To Schedule A
Complimentary Consultation.

It's A Conversation, Mot A Commitment.

_ Tight Calf Muscles
FOOT PAIN

— SHORT LEG
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Conveyancing

Wills - Probate

Lasting Powers of Attorney

Tel: 07368 260469

;_.(";g.‘-.
NS I
“tn

Welwyn-based firm of Solicitors

Evening Appointments - Home Visits

onveyancing
uality

Email: edmondsons.solicitors@ btinternet.com

Regulated by the Solicitors Regulation Autherity under SRA No 325616 ©<

ABBOTS TAXIS

0330 22 33 556
Based in Datchworth

01-8 0 Airport
Passengers Transfers

0 Fully 0 Golf Parties
Wheelchair
Accessible 0 Events

0 Huge 0 Weddings
Luggage
Capacity 0 Races

0 Free WIFI

0 Credit Cards

Accepted c
www.abbotstaxis.co.uk
paul@abbotstaxis.co.uk
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EP Mortim@re
Website Design
Friendly and professional web
designer supporting local business

07976 653329
www.fpmortimore.co.uk

LOOKING
GoobD
GARDENS

ALL MAINTENANCE
& GARDENSCAPES
Free Estimates and Advice

Phone Darren
01438 840242

3 Broomfield Gardens
WELWYN, HERTS, AL6 SDN




NEWS FROM AYOT ST PETER

After clarification
from the
government just
before the start
of the four-week
lockdown, we
were pleased that
we could hold our
Remembrance

Day service after
all. Twenty names
from the First World War are inscribed on
our war memorial, which was unveiled in
1919, the year when the Spanish ‘flu
epidemic was finally waning.

Our 2020 Remembrance was a
delightful open-air service led by Colin
Hull. Everyone gathered around the war
memorial at an appropriate distance
from one another to remember the local
men who gave their lives for their
country. We were fortunate that it was
a fine and mild November day. Our
tradition is that the names of the fallen
are read aloud after the church clock
strikes eleven. This year the clock chimes
were out of action and we were grateful
to David, our bell ringer, for striking the
hour with the church bells. A family plot
in our churchyard includes the grave of
Patricia Dora Adam, a World War Two
casualty, and her name is also read out
each year although (as she was not local)
she is not listed on the memorial.

We are hoping that lockdown will
indeed be limited to four weeks, which
will allow the planned Christmas services
to go ahead. Our Carol Service will be on
Sunday 13th December. This is always a

very popular event which follows the
classic ‘carols and lessons’ format. The
service will be led by Revd David Munchin
with the St Peter’s Singers providing a
selection of contemporary and traditional
Christmas music.

In past years this service has filled the
church. To comply with social distancing,
this year we have to leave alternate pews
empty, so the numbers attending must
be limited. We are asking everyone who
would like to join us to reserve their seats
in advance by e-mailing
church@ayotstpeter.com stating the
number of people in their party. We are
expecting that the available space will fill
quickly, so a second, identical, service has
been arranged on the same day, in the
afternoon. The times of the services will
be 11.15am and 3.00pm.

On the following Sunday, 20 December,
we will be holding the Crib Service. This
is for the children and tells the nativity
story in words and music, with children
being invited to come forward and put
the figures in the crib as the narrative
unfolds. For adults we recommend The
Rev’d David Munchin’s mischievous
interaction with the children, particularly
when he humorously relates the story to
modern day equivalents to check they
are paying attention. The service starts
at 11.15am.

Finally, on Christmas Day, Holy
Communion will be celebrated, at the
usual time of 11.15am.

Roger Ford and Valerie Richards
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National Pub & Bar Awards East
of England Winner 2019

Open for Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner 7 days a
week with 18 guest rooms & private function
room. The award winning pub offers a seasonal
A La Carte menu & an impressive selection of
beer, gin & cocktails

- Set Mem, 2 courses £15 | 3 courses £19 -
- £5 Cocktail List 57pm every day -
- Booze & Buns Tuesdays -

01438 715353 | www.whitehartwelwyn.couk | () @thewhitehartwelwyn
2 Prospect Place, Welwyn, Herts, AL6 9EN

W W

FIZ

Caleriing

Falraleny food: for any occasion

Morioe Shevriff
Welwyr Village - 07919 090419
mariasherriff@yahoo.com
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~iiHertsHearihg

Your Local Independent Audiologist

- Wax removal -
- Hearing tests -
@JM‘P - Hearing aids - W 9
- Custom ear plugs -

Based in Codicote, 16 years NHS
experience, home visits available.

Tel: 07495 65 50 84
www.hertshearing.co.uk
catherine@hertshearing.co.uk




FRIENDS OF DANESBURY & QVM HOSPITAL

It was such a pity that our charity shop
had to close again due to full lockdown on
5th November after only two and a half
months trading, but we are looking forward
to re-opening. Just prior to lockdown
Georgia Shaw, the relief manager, once
again excelled herself with a wonderful
window display honouring all those who
suffered during the two world wars.

Our Charity shop will hopefully be open

will continue running the raffle throughout
the first half of December. Tickets are only
£1, and all donations will be going to the
Danesbury & QVM hospitals.

The Friends are delighted to report that
the shop is still running at a small operating
profit, augmented by eBay sales. Thank you
to all our customers and donors, without
you the Friends would not be able to offer
such good and invaluable
support to all the patients at
the Danesbury Neurological
Centre and the QVM hospital.

We welcome and need
good quality donations and
these are received in an area
located behind the shop, but
space is limited so it is best to
bring anything you wish to
donate in the morning. Once
open again, the shop hours
will be between 10.00 am and
3.00 pm Tuesday to Saturday
so please do pop in.

Do help us support this important local

again at the beginning of December and the charity at a time when the NHS needs

Friends hope to benefit from all the
seasonal goodwill. The shop has a great
selection of inexpensive gift ideas together
with a range of Christmas cards using
designs created by people connected with
the charity. All our cards are produced at
Danesbury, so every penny raised comes
straight to us. By buying anything from the
shop you are helping us to support the
work of Danesbury and QVM. We also have
a selection of festive face coverings which
are locally made and donated to us. They
have proven to be a popular item this year.
Since mid-October the shop has been
holding a Christmas Hamper raffle and we

support more than ever. If you wish to
become more involved with the charity,
we are always looking to welcome new
Trustees., please contact:
danesburyqvm@btconnect.com
Everyone involved with the Friends
wishes you all a Very Merry Christmas and
a Happy New Year. Let us hope 2021 will
bring with it some sense of normality, as

well as good health and happiness!
Friends of Danesbury and
Queen Victoria Memorial Hospital
Danesbury Neurological Centre
School Lane, Welwyn, Herts AL6 95B
Tel: 01438 840514
E mail: danesburyqvm@btconnect.com
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Nigel Cox Architects

ARCHITECTURE PLANNING INTERIORS

Experienced local Chartered Architect offering professional bespoke service

All types of work undertaken including community, commercial, listed building
and conservation area commissions

1
Specialising in domestic new build, extensions and conversions P
e I

T. 07849 BB6755 E. nigelcoxarchitects @gmail.com Architcots Aegistration Brard

GARDENING - LANDSCAPING - FENCING ‘

” The Great Outdoors
YOLR LOCAL & PROFESSIONAL SERVICE PROIDER

07543-689-328

\
SIMON ROPER (HANDVMAN A

_ R

SERVICES available for g
general home repairs &
WALL & FLOORTILING HOUSE MAINTENANCE.

Indoor & outdoor work.
Ceramics —Porcelain — Stone Painting, decorating, electrics,
Tankingl Systains plumbing & carpentry.

Under Tile Heating Kitchen/bathroom installations,

patios, fencing, flat packs, etc.
For a local, reliable, friendly &

T- 01438811683 ’
prompt service;

M- 07941011467

Call DAVID at
Email : simon@roperservices. co.uk D&L Home Services
Web : www. roperservices,co,uk
01707 891544

Bl : cimon ropertiling services

\ 07887 544087 y;
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Church Notice Board

Worship has now resumed in our churches.
Please continue to follow the social distancing guidelines,
use of hand sanitiser and the wearing of face coverings is mandatory, unless you are exempt.
Details about Virtual Church, which continues at 9.30 am each Sunday, can be found at:
www.welwyn.org.uk

Sunday Services
ST MARY’S - Welwyn
8.00 am Holy Communion
9.30 am Parish Communion / Junior Church
6.30 pm Evensong (2nd, 4th & 5th Sundays)

ST MICHAEL'’S - Woolmer Green
11.15am Parish Eucharist (1st & 4th Sunday)

Family Service (2nd Sunday)

All Age Eucharist (3rd Sunday)

Morning Prayer (5th Sunday)

Weekday Services
ST MARY’S - Welwyn
Current week’s services are on the notice sheet
in church and on the website www.welwyn.org.uk

Tuesday 8.00 am Morning Prayer (St Mary’s)
Wednesday  9.00 am Morning Prayer (St Mary’s)
Wednesday  9.30 am Holy Communion (St Mary’s)
Saturday 9.00 am Parish Prayers (St Mary’s)

ST GILES - Codicote
Tuesday 8.30 am Morning Prayer (St Giles)

Common Worship used at all Communion Services except where stated

Children ST MARY’S - Welwyn
3.30pm Craftea (see Diary on back cover for dates)

Confessions By arrangement with the Clergy.

The Ministry of Counsel and Absolution is available to anyone
who seeks it at any time.

Clergy Surgery Hour
Saturday 10.00 am to 11.00 am
A member of the team will be available in church for any
enquiries. Mainly intended for Baptisms or Weddings but is
not exclusively restricted to those matters.
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CHIROPODIST/PODIATRIST,]

Registered with HPC CH 24414

Lynda A. Mountbatten

FSSCh MBChA
Dip Pod Med BSc Pod Med

For relaxing treatments
Bring this advert and receive £5 off any treatment.
Surgery (Datchworth) and Home Visits Cannot be used in comjunction with any other
01438 817073

offer - No monetary value.

‘We offer a wide variety of treatments by qualified and insured
technicians carried out in tranguil surroundings:-
CACI, Environ Facials, Collagen Stimulation Therapy, Cool Peels,

Luxury Spa Facials, Dermalogica Prescriptive Facials, Manicures &
Pedicures, Gel Overlays,
Eyebrow Shaping, Eyebrow and Eyelash Tinting, Eyelash Lifting,
Individual Lash Extensions, Spray Tanning, Massages including Warm

Oriental Bamboo & Hot & Cold Stones, Ear piercing,
Hair Removal (using strip wax/hot wax/threading), Electrolysis
(including hair removal, skin tag, thread vein & milia removal)

Domestic/Business moves/Storage

Reflexology
. . We also have a selection of Environ, Jane Iredale,
PaCkmg Services Advanced Nutrition Programme, Dermalogica, OFI, Luxury Spa
Tel: 01438 821215 or 01707 372404

Products & Tanning products available to purchase.
www.apple-removals.co.uk

Phone - 01438 840333
34b High Street, Welwyn, AL6 9EQ

Jenny Junior Interiors

: Transforming your country home
- , for modern day living, from concept to
Welwyn St Mar'y S completion.
Church of England Primary School

‘We take the worry away.
“Believe and Achieve”

Kitchens & Bathrooms, Garden rooms,
OUTSTGnding Living l:cooms, Bedlclmms.
Ofsted September 2013 Curtains, PO]'ES’ blinds
Local Authority 2014-19 Designer fabrics and wall coverings
Bespoke and fitted furmiture and
Excellent upholstery
SIAMS 2019 Flooring, lighting, art and accessories
01438 714169 Consultation in your own home.
15 London Road, Welwyn, AL6 9DJ

Email: admin@welwynst-marys.herts.sch.uk

Website: www.welwynst-marys.herts.sch.uk

@ = €5

" Www.jennvjuniorinteriors.co.uk
Ofsted

Tel: 01707 276343 or Mob: 07947 711597

jennv@jennvijuniorinteriors.co.uk
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ChurCh NOtiCE Board continued from p44

09.30
18.30
11.15
17.00

09.30
11.15
18.30
17.00

11.15

08.45
09.30
10.30

09.45
11.00
18.30
20.00

Sundays
1st Sunday
4th Sunday
Thursday

Sundays
3rd Sunday
3rd Sunday
Monday

Sundays

Sundays

1st Sunday

2nd,4th Sun
3rd Sunday

Sunday
Sunday
Sunday
Wednesday

ALL SAINTS’ DATCHWORTH
Holy Communion

Sacred Space

Family Service

Evening Prayer

ST PETER’S TEWIN
Holy Communion
Family Service
Holy communion
Evening Prayer

AYOT ST PETER
1st: Matins:

(Book of Common Prayer, King James’ Bible)

2nd: Holy Communion

(Book of Common Prayer, King James’ Bible)
3rd: Family Service

(Common Worship, NRSV Bible)

4th: Parish Communion

(Common Worship, NRSV Bible)

5th: Holy Communion (ce, king james’ Bible)

ST GILES’ CODICOTE

Holy Communion

Worship 4U at Peace Memorial Hall
Informal Worship

Informal Worship with Communion

EVANGELICAL CHURCH WELWYN
Bible Classes (All ages 7+)
(facilities for young children)
ditto

Bible Study (except 3rd Wednesday)

ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH
of the HOLY FAMILY WGC
Knightsfield, WGC

Fr Norbert Ferbandes

LISTER HOSPITAL Stevenage (RC)
Chaplain Rev Anthony Curran
(Deacon)

T:01438 715372

T:01707 323234

T: 01438 285138
Urgent need T: 01438 314333
Email: chaplaincy.enhtr@nhs.net
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ersonal, caring and
independent.

24 hour service ' WELWYN GARDEN CITY
Private Chapels of Rest 0 1 70 7 3900 1 8

Memorial Stonemasons WELWYN

Funer:ll Plans 01438 714686

[ ]
Own Crematorium

Serving the local community
for ten generations

.. the best kept course in Hertfordshire
Your Local Members’ Golf Club

* Fun, friendly, sociable club, offering competitive and social
golf with a busy social calendar.

* Full Membership under £28 per week.
* 5 Day Membership less than £21 per week.

= No Societies at weekends » Social & Corporate Membership available.
WGC Golf Club, Mannicotts, High Oaks Road, WGC ALS 7TBP

Contact: David Spring, General Manager
t 01707 325243 e davidi@wgcge.co.uk w www.wecge.co.uk




MEDITATION

Uncertain Times — Nothing New?

Well! What a year it has been. The
whole world thrown upside down!
So many plans changed and many

losses, struggles and even heartbreak.

Separation from family and friends.

Holidays and travel plans interrupted.

As we head towards Christmas, we
have no idea how we will be able to

celebrate the birth of the Christ Child.
Differently from usual, that’s for sure.

And what will the next year bring?
How can we plan and move forward
when so much that we have known
before has changed so radically?

Mary — Well! What a year it has been.

Engaged to my childhood sweetheart
and planning our wedding, it would
have been a huge village affair. Then
my whole world was thrown
upside-down by the visit from that
angel. No wonder Joseph did not
believe a word | was saying. Wedding
off, then back on, just a small family
event. We were happy just to be
together, birth plan written, and local
midwife booked. Then a mad and
exhausting trek to Bethlehem after
the government called for a census.

Just what | needed with my due date so

near. We were worried but sure that
we could sort out some help once we

reached our destination, but no such
luck. It all happened so suddenly but
the local women rushed around to help
with our emergency. At least they got
some of the animals moved out before
the baby came.

Such anticipation about going back
home to Nazareth now after all this
time. | feel like we have been away
from our families for ever. Joseph will
hopefully have a chance now to restart
his business; we lost so much when we
had to flee to Egypt. At least we have
each other, and my son is still alive.

So many plans that Joseph and | had
made together and yet not one thing
has turned out as we expected. We do
not know how our lives will be once
things become more settled for us. We
have given up planning too much, but
we know that Yahweh is with us and
His hand is on us and this wonderful
gift that He has entrusted to our care.
How will we celebrate the birth of the
Christ Child?

We will walk forward one step at a
time into whatever this next year

brings!
Jo Fozzard



