
Private William James Andrews
The ‘Hertfordshire Mercury’ 
reported that his 
grandmother received a 
letter concerning his death, 
aged 25, from Sister Ethel 
Fraser:

‘He was so brave and never 
once murmured or regretted 
his fate. It was very merciful 
that he was in hospital 
where he could have 
everything that was 
necessary for his comfort. I 
hope this little note will 
comfort you, as I know you 
will be anxious to hear about 
the brave boy.’

He died from wounds on 8th August 
1916 aged 25 and is buried in 
Abbeville Communal Cemetery, 
Somme, France



Private William Henry Bangs
In December 1915 the 1st Battalion 
was in action around Bray-sur-
Somme, where he was wounded 
and wrote to a friend from his 
hospital bed

“I am as well as can be expected. I 
am in hospital with a wounded 
ankle from shrapnel …..”

“Well, Walter, we have about done 
for our mouth organs. How many 
can you spare? Send some if you 
possibly can, as we can make good 
use of them out here. We can give 
the Germans a tune now and then 
while we are in the trenches ….” 

William died from his wounds 
on 25th September 1916 aged 
25. He is commemorated on 
the Thiepval Memorial



Private Ernest William Bennett
George and Mary Bennett raised a 
family of ten in the Old Rectory, Mill 
Lane, including youngest son Ernest.

“I cannot say how sorry I am to have such 
bad news to  tell you about your son, Pte.
Ernest Bennett, No. 5420 Herts Regiment. 
He was killed in the trenches on September 
the 4th and we buried his body in a little 
cemetery nearby. A cross with an 
inscription will be erected over the grave 
and your son’s effects will be returned to 
you through the quarter-master of his 
Regiment. It will be some comfort to you to 
know that he gave his life for his country, 
but the blow is, and must be, a very heavy 
one. I pray that God will comfort you in 
your sad bereavement, and enable you to 
remember is not lost but gone before” Ernest died 4th September 1916 

aged 20, the 11th Welwyn man lost



Lieutenant Maurice Frederick Blake
The Blake family of 
Danesbury House were 
eminent members of 
Welwyn and Hertfordshire 
society. 

Maurice was educated at 
Eton and by 1911 was 
already a Company Officer 
with the 2nd Battalion, 
King’s Royal Rifle Corps, 
having received his 
commission in 1903.

His Battalion was involved in 
the Battle of the Aisne and 
Maurice was killed in action 
on 14th September 1914 
aged 33.



Captain Cecil Rodolph Blake
Cecil was the second son of Arthur 
and Isabel Blake. Like his brother 
Maurice he was educated at Eton, 
and before enlisting had worked as a 
Barrister.  

On the 4th April 1914 the 10th and 
12th Battalions Kings Rifle Corps saw 
action at Metz en Couture.  They 
attacked at 2 pm over open ground in 
a snowstorm. Half way to the village 
the snow lifted and heavy enemy fire 
was encountered. The whole village 
was taken by 6 pm. 

The two Battalions lost over 300 men 
including Cecil Blake.  Serving in the 
same action was John William Mayes, 
who died the next day.  He was 35.

Maurice and Cecil Blake are 
commemorated in this window 
in St Mary’s Church



Private Henry Quinton Bullard
Harry was a chorister at St 
Mary’s.  At the outbreak of war 
he was employed as a grocer’s 
assistant by J Robarts of 
Codicote, but left to take over his 
father’s duties as Parish Clerk 
and Registrar of Births and 
Deaths.

He was killed during the Battle of 
the Somme on 24th October 
1916, aged 19.

Harry is commemorated on 
the Thiepval Memorial



Private George Carter
George lived in various 
places in Welwyn, having 
been orphaned aged 11.  He 
was a farm labourer when 
he enlisted at the outbreak 
of war.  George was in 
France around 15 months 
before being killed in action 
in one of the phases (Maltz
Horn Ridge) of the Battle of 
the Somme on the 30th July 
1916, aged 23.

On this one day the 
2nd Battalion lost 192 men, 
including 6 officers with 9 
wounded.



Private Percy William Cocks
Percy, son of Camper and Sarah Cocks lived 
in Unity Place in Church Street. Percy, a 
baker, was exempt from service until January 
1917 when this status was removed.

“He is aged 31 and single, and as he was 
unable to produce a certificate of 
classification by a Recruiting Medical Board, 
notwithstanding the request to him to do 
so, the Tribunal had to conclude that he was 
fit for general service, and, consequently, 
removed from the list of certified “

The 49th Company Machine Gun Corps 
fought in 1918 at the Somme and Percy was 
killed on the 1st May, six weeks before the 
company returned to England. He was 35.

Camper & Sarah Cocks 
are buried in Welwyn 
Cemetery



Sergeant Harry Samuel Coulson
Harry’s mother Sarah was the proprietor of 
Coulson’s Stores in Welwyn High Street.  His 
brother John was a tailor a few doors down.

Harry gave up his job as an Assurance Clerk and 
enlisted in the London Rifle Brigade. He was 
rapidly promoted and left for France in November 
1914.

He was killed in the Second Battle of Ypres on 
13th May 1915, aged 25.  Harry is commemorated 
on the Menin Gate



Private Henry Davis
Harry Davis, the second son of 
William and Sarah Davis of 
Mimram Road, was born in 
Welwyn 10th November 1886. In 
1901 he was working as a Post 
Office Messenger and in 1911 as 
a Grocer’s Porter.

On the 23rd April 1917 the 
1st Battalion, Bedfordshire 
Regiment were involved in the 
Battle of Arras and in particular 
the attack on La Coulotte. Over 
320 men of the Battalion were 
lost, including Harry.  He was 31. Harry is commemorated on the 

Arras Memorial



Lance Corporal Harry Day
Harry, 7th son, of Frederick and 
Beachy Day was born in White 
Hill, Welwyn in 1887. He 
emigrated to Canada and 
enlisted in the 5th Regiment Royal 
Highlanders of Canada.

He saw active service in Ypres 
where he received shrapnel 
wounds to his face and arm and 
was gassed several times. Harry 
returned to Canada for a short 
period but returned to Welwyn a 
year after his discharge in 
February 1919 and died a month 
later from what was almost 
certainly shell shock.  He was 32.

The story of Harry Day was concluded in 
March 2017, 98 years after his death, 
when a CWGC Headstone was erected to 
mark his grave in Welwyn Cemetery



Private Frederick Jameson Dodd
Soon after Frederick’s birth, his family 
moved to Welwyn where his father John 
took up the position of Headmaster at 
the school.

Frederick enlisted shortly after the 
outbreak of war and fought at the Battle 
of Loos, in reserves which captured 
German trenches.

In March 1916 he was admitted to 
Southwark Military Hospital suffering 
from TB and was discharged unfit “not 
so caused but aggravated by active 
service”.  Five days later he died of heart 
failure aged 20.

He was buried with his mother in 
Welwyn Cemetery.  A special hymn 
was composed for the occasion by 
Sir Alfred Scott-Gatty of Wendover 
Lodge, who within a few months 
would be burying his own son just 
a few yards away.



Private William Charles Ephgrave
Little is known about William Charles Ephgrave other than this entry in 
the Welwyn Parish Magazine of December 1918 which also refers to the 
Influenza epidemic that killed so many that year.



Corporal Ernest George Fitt
Ernest, third son of Joseph & Ann Fitt worked as a gardener on the 
Danesbury Estate, while his father was gardener to the Misses Wilshere at 
the Frythe.  Ernest was also a well-respected member of Welwyn Football 
Team for several years.

Ernest is buried at Dartmoor 
Cemetery, Becordel-Beaucourt.

He enlisted on 5th September 1914 and was killed in action just over a year 
later aged 24. Second Lieutenant J HR Rawes, Platoon Commander wrote to 
Ernest’s father:  “I am writing to you to express my deep sympathy for you 
in the great sorrow you must feel at the loss of your son. He was a 
promising fellow and would have done well. He was much liked by his 
officers and comrades. I hope his two brothers will have better luck”



Gunner Alfred Gentle
Alfred was born in Baldock to Joseph and Martha Gentle in 1982.  
He served in the Royal Field Artillery and was killed in action at the 
Battle of the Somme in France on 17th November 1916, aged 23.  
His connection to Welwyn is not clear.  He is commemorated on the 
Thiepval Memorial.

The Parish Magazine of December 1916 
records “Alfred Gentle and John Scoot 
have also fallen.  Though less familiar to 
Welwyn people they are greatly 
mourned by those who worked with 
them and knew them well, and their 
homes are elsewhere, but they are 
reckoned as members of our community 
who offered themselves willingly at the 
first summons to fight for England and 
will always be honoured and held in 
remembrance. RIP”



Rifleman Richard Gray

He was killed on 31 July 1917 
on the first day of the Battle of 
Passchendaele aged 21 and is 
commemorated on the Menin
Gate. 

Richard Gray was born in Kimpton in 1896 to Frederick, grocer and 
baker and his wife and Annie Gray. 



Lance Corporal Randall John Harwood
Randall John Harwood was born in White Hill, 
Welwyn to parents Alfred and Sarah.  He worked 
as a foreman gardener at Digswell House before 
being sent to France in May 1916 where he sadly 
died three months later on 12th August at 
Armentières aged 28.

Writing to his mother Second Lt Herbert 
Lighthorn said “It goes very much against the 
grain for me to write you this sad news.  Your 
son Lance Corpl R Harwood was killed in action 
while in the execution of his duty in the fourth 
line trench – a duty that was always well done. 
He was hit by a shell and passed away without pain.  He was one of the 
most cheerful fellows of the Company and all the men liked him so much.  
I can but ask you to try and bear this great trouble knowing that your 
brave boy did his duty like a man”



Private James Parker Hayhoe
James Parker Hayhoe was born in 
Suffolk but in 1911 was residing in 
Mill Lane and working as a grocer’s 
assistant.  He subsequently 
emigrated to New Zealand. 

James joined up with the Auckland 
Infantry Regiment and was sent to 
France via the Suez Canal.  He was 
killed in action during the Battle of 
Arras on the Somme aged 40 and is 
buried at the Euston Road 
Cemetery, Colincamps.



Private Edward Albert Hill
Edward Albert Hill was 
born in Welwyn in 1899, 
the eldest son to labourer 
Edward Hill and his wife 
Alice. They lived in Gravel 
Pitt Cottages on the 
Codicote Road.  

Edward joined up with the 
17th Battalion Lancashire 
Fusiliers and was killed in 
the Battle of Ypres on 1st

June 1918, aged 19.  

Edward is buried at Aveluy Wood 
Cemetery, Mesnil-Martinsart



Private Frederick William Jefferies
There is little information about Frederick except that he served in 
2nd Battalion London (Royal Fusiliers) and was killed in action in 
France on 26th October 1917, aged 25.

He is mentioned in the November 1917 issue of the Welwyn 
Magazine “…. we fear little hope can be entertained for Pte 
Frederick Jefferies, who was reported missing many weeks ago.  
We shall remember all these brave men who have given their lives 
to defend us ….”

Frederick is buried or 
commemorated at Tyne Cot



Private William Oswald Jefferies
In 1911 William Oswald was working as a gardener at Myrtle Hall 
(Welwyn Hall).  In 1914 he married Elizabeth Binstead of Bengeo.

He joined the Hertfordshire Regiment and transferred to the 
Somerset Light Infantry. In 1916 the 6th Battalion was involved in 
fighting on the Somme, in which William Oswald was killed aged 36 
leaving his wife Elizabeth who was living in Mill Lane.

Oswald is commemorated on 
the Thiepval Memorial



Private Alfred Ethelred Lancaster
Alfred Lancaster was born in Shenley, the eldest 
son of William and Ellen. After retirement in 1916 
the family moved to Welwyn with William 
becoming the manager of the Rose and Crown.

Alfred was posted to France in 1916 and having 
‘recovered’ from wounds returned to France a few 
months later. He was posted as ‘missing’ on the 
3rd May 1917 and his death confirmed in 
November in a letter received by his mother from 
the British Red Cross.  He was 21.

“We have received an account of your missing son from a man 
who knew him well …”  “I saw Lancaster killed by a shell within 
Fritz’s second line. We reached that and were driven back 
afterwards. He was about 18 years of age, nice looking and dark. 
We were together in the 12th Fusiliers and transferred together to 
the Middlesex Regt.” 



Private Percy William Mardell
Percy Mardell’s family came to live in Mill 
Lane at the turn of the century.  In 1908 
Percy married Grace Emma Catlin and by 
the 1911 Census they had moved to London 
where he was a jeweller’s assistant.  Grace’s 
cousin was Henry Quinton Bullard, another 
casualty of war from Welwyn.

Percy died on the 13th March 1917, aged 
35, leaving behind his wife and two 
children. The exact details leading to his 
death are not known.  He is buried in the St 
Sever Cemetery Extension in Rouen.

Picture courtesy of Percy’s 
Great-Grandson, Kevin



Lance Corporal John William Mayes
John William was the third son of Arthur & 
Cecilia Mayes of Prospect Place.  John was a 
Basket Maker, and in 1913 was also Assistant 
Scoutmaster of the Welwyn Scouts.  

He fought with the 10th Battalion King’s Royal 
Rifle Corps and was wounded in September 
1916. On 5th April 1917 he was killed at Metz-
en- Couture where two Battalions lost over 
300 men.  He was 24.  Serving in the same 
action was Cecil Blake from Welwyn, who 
died the day before. John is buried in the 
Lebucqiere Communal Cemetery Extension in 
France and is also commemorated on the 
Welwyn Scouts Memorial. 



Private Alfred Leonard Mayes 
Alfred Leonard was the fourth son of 
Arthur & Cecilia Mayes of Prospect 
Place.  He was an apprentice Watch and 
Clock Maker and also heavily involved 
with the Scout movement in Welwyn, as 
were most of his brothers.

Alfred served in France, suffering a gas 
attack in May 1915 and spent time in 
hospital returning to his Battalion in 
August.  

Alfred died on 28th June 1917, aged 22,  
in the Battle of Oppy Wood and is 
commemorated on the Arras Memorial.



Private Alfred Leonard Mayes
He wrote to his father:
“Your box came mighty acceptable as it arrived in a French village 
the same time as I did. There was not a single shop of any 
description except a beer shop and they had not got any beer.  There 
were Norfolks and Bedfords together. We had done a mid-day march 
of about six miles together from the railhead after a 100 mile ride, 
40 in a horsebox together. What our leathernecks said about that 
beer shop had better not be reported.  I nearly got blown up on Hill 
60 the same night as we got relieved.  It took about a week for the 
ground to stop moving, or so it appeared to me. It was rather hair-
raising to me as I was out on a listening post in front of the barbed 
wire with nothing between us and the Germans. I did not feel any 
fear, only astonishment.  The explosion left me about a foot and 
caused me to tremble from excitement for about quarter of an hour.  
Lord William Cecil’s son was killed that night.  I knew him well.  He 
was greatly liked and a very popular officer.”



Rifleman Vivian Charles Mayes
Vivian Charles was the fifth son of Arthur & 
Cecilia Mayes of Prospect Place.  He was 
heavily involved with the Scout movement in 
Welwyn, with most of his brothers.

By 1915 Vivian was an Assistant Postman.  
The PO released over 75,000 men to fight 
including 12,000 who fought in its own 
Regiment, the Post Office Rifles.

From February 1918 Vivian served in the 
8th Battalion (Post office Rifles) but was then 
transferred to the 17th Battalion, where he 
served until his death on the 1st September, 
killed in action at Gouzeaucourt and is buried 
in Peronne Communal Cemetery. He was 19.



Private Albert John Monk
Albert was born in Wheathampstead, 
second son of Frederick & Charlotte 
Monk of Gustard Wood. By 1901 the 
family was living in half of the Old 
Rectory in Mill Lane. In 1911 Albert was 
working for coal merchant, J B Davis.

His brothers Henry, Marcus and 
Frederick also served and survived the 
war.

Albert died on the 5th October 1917 
from wounds sustained during the 3rd

Battle of Ypres and is buried in the 
Ypres Reservoir Cemetery.  He was 21.



Sergeant William David Nash
William David Nash was born in 1890 in Hackney, fifth and youngest son 
of George, a labourer originally from Digswell, and his wife Elizabeth.  
He was a professional soldier until he sustained wounds in 1918 from 
which he died aged 28.  His company chaplain wrote:

“Serg. W. D. Nash was wounded during a 
determined battle for possession of a wood 
near the bank of the La Bassée Canal on 
April 22nd. He was carried back to the field 
dressing station. Everything possible under 
the circumstances was done for him there 
but he died the same day. He was buried in 
a soldier’s cemetery at Chocques. A wooden 
cross was erected by his company who miss 
him very much. He was a good soldier and a 
thoughtful sergeant. Writing on behalf of all 
the officers and men who knew him I would 
express our sincere sympathy with you and 
others who mourn his death”



Sergeant Charles Pennell
Charles enlisted in the Middlesex 
Regiment at Mill Hill as a professional 
soldier in August 1907, by which time his 
parents were living in Codicote Road, 
Welwyn. During his time with the 
Regiment he served in various places, 
including on the Alderney Garrison and 
in India.

At the outbreak of war he was engaged 
drilling new recruits in Kitchener’s Army 
and promoted to Sergeant in September 
1914.  In June 1915 he was sent to 
France and fought at the Battles of 
Mons, Festubert and Arras.

Charles was posted as missing on the 
1st July 1916 during an action on the 
Somme and is commemorated on the 
Thiepval Memorial. He was 28.



Private Charles Stanley Pinnock
Charles Stanley Pinnock married Welwyn 
girl Alice Hipgrave in 1910 and a year later 
she is recorded as living as a boarder at 
‘The Chequers’ in Church Street. A number 
of inconsistent records point to the fact he 
may have enlisted under age. 

The family moved to South Africa but 
Charles returned to England and enlisted 
as a professional soldier in the 3rd Battalion 
Worcestershire Regiment.

Charles fought in the retreat from Mons 
and the first fighting at Ypres. He was 
killed in action during heavy fighting on 
the 24th October 1914, aged 22.

Charles is commemorated 
on the Le Touret Memorial



Private Ernest Daniel Poulter
Ernest Daniel Poulter was born in 1892 to Daniel and his wife Jane in Baldock.  
In 1911 he was living in Welwyn, boarding in Mill Lane and working as a 
butcher.
Ernest enlisted in the Bedfordshire Regiment and was sent to France 
in August 1915. Ernest was posted missing on the 22nd March 1918. The 
Battalion’s War Diary describes the day: “Crozat Canal 7 am. Battalion in 
position, but all attempts to blow up bridge failed owning to lack of 
explosives.  5.45 pm heavy attach by enemy on La Montagne Bridge. C Co. 
on left flank came under very heavy machine gun fire and were forced to 
retire, enemy crossing bridge.  Counter attach by 2 companies Northants, 
assisted by C Co. restored situation & by 7.30 pm all enemy were thrown 
back across the bridge.

Ernest is commemorated on 
the Pozières Memorial.
He was 26.



Rifleman Ernest Pryor
Ernest Pryor was born in 1895 to James & Elizabeth Pryor in Mimram
Road. He worked as a farm hand until he enlisted at Winchester in 
1914.  He was posted missing on 11th May 1916, aged 21 and the Parish 
Magazine records: 

Ernest is commemorated on the Arras Memorial and also the Welwyn Scout Memorial



Private William Thomas Rayner
Little is known about William other than he enlisted with the 8th

Battalion Bedfordshire Regiment and was killed in action at the 
Somme on 23rd September 1916, aged 19.

William is buried or commemorated at Grove Town Cemetery, 
Meaulte, Somme.



Nurse Gertrude Lucinda Roskell
Gertrude is the only woman on Welwyn’s Roll of 
Honour.  She served as a VAD in Alexandria, Egypt.



Major Charles Comyn Scott-Gatty
Charles Scott-Gatty, son of Sir Alfred Scott-Gatty KCVO, Garter Principal King of 
Arms and Lady Elizabeth lived in Wendover Lodge, Church Street.  Sir Alfred 
composed many of the pieces played at Memorial Services held in St Mary’s Church 
for men killed in the war.

Charles joined the Hertfordshire Regiment, taking command of the Welwyn Co. 
After suffering health issues he returned to Hertford as Adjutant to the 3rd Battalion 
and was later discharge due to his health.  He died in London in July 1916 as a 
result of his service leaving a widow, Cicely.  He is buried in Welwyn Cemetery and 
Charles and Alfred are commemorated in a stained glass window in St Mary’s.



Lt Col Walter Robert Stewart, DSO, MC

He joined the Rifle Brigade in 1908 and went to 
France with the 7th Battalion in May 1915 
where he took part in fighting around Hooge
and was awarded the Military Cross in June. 
During September he was given command of 
the Battalion but was wounded at the Somme 
and returned to England. In January 1917 he 
was mentioned in dispatches by Sir Douglas 
Haig.  In March 1917 he returned to France 
commanding the 13th Battalion as Lieutenant 
Colonel and was mentioned in dispatches 
during the Battle of Arras.  Walter was killed in 
action on the 8th April 1918 aged 30 and is 
buried at Couin British Cemetery.

Walter Robert Stewart, descended from the 9th Earl of Galloway 
married Esme (Mollie) Grenfell who lived at Welwyn Hall throughout the 
war years.



Lieutenant Howard Simson Tindall
Howard was educated at Haileybury College 
and Pembroke College Cambridge He went into 
partnership with his father and joined the Inns 
of Court Officer Training Corps in 1914.

He was gazetted 2nd Lieutenant in the Royal 
Berkshire Regiment in 1916 and served with the 
BEF. He took part in fighting at Messines Ridge 
and was killed in action during the advance on 
Lens on the 31st July 1917, aged 33.

His link to Welwyn comes through his elder 
brother Alfred Tindall who lived with his family 
in Digswell.  Howard is buried at Hooge Crater 
Cemetery.



Private William George Titmus
Francis and Sarah Titmus, had 20 
children of whom William was the 
14th with five siblings not surviving 
infancy.  Francis was the night mail 
van driver from Ware to Welwyn 
and the family lived in Mill Lane.

William worked as a journeyman 
butcher and enlisted at Hitchin, 
initially into the Hertfordshire 
Regiment, but was later transferred 
to the Lincolnshire Regiment, where 
he served in the 8th Battalion.

He died of wounds on 
21st August 1917 aged 31 

and is buried in Bailleul
Communal Cemetery 

Extension, Nord



Private Edward Ward
Edward was one of 14 children born to William & Rose Ward and grew up 
with his family at The Royal Oak in Fore Street which was run by William.  
Edward became a bakery journeyman and was a chorister at St Mary’s 
Church.  He also played for Welwyn Football Team.

Edward married Ellen Warsfold in 1915 and moved to Mill Lane where he 
worked as a clerk for the Welwyn Gas Company.  After his brother Harry’s 
death in 1917 he joined up and was killed in action later that year aged 36.  
He is commemorated at Tyne Cot.



Private Harry Ward
Harry, with his brother Edward and 12 
siblings grew up in Welwyn.  He too sang 
in the church choir. At the age of 13 he 
was working in a drapery in Welwyn and 
left home at 15. At 23 he was working as 
a footman in Kensington.

He volunteered as soon as war broke out 
and served both in France and in Serbia 
and was injured several times.  He always 
returned to the Front and eventually died 
from wounds and the effects of gas on 
April 18th 1917, aged 40.  It is possible 
that he received his fatal wounds at the 
Battle of Arras or the First Battle of 
Scarpe between April 9th and 14th.

He is buried at Aubigny
Communal Cemetery 
Extension in France 



Private John William Warwick
John, fourth son of William, a shoe-maker and Sarah Warwick, lived in 
Mill Lane during his childhood. By 1911 John was living in Fleet Street 
in the household of Edward Henry Hoare, where he worked as a 
footman.

He enlisted at Hertford into the 6th Battalion, Bedfordshire Regiment. 
In April 1917 the Battalion was engaged in the Battle of Arras and on 
the 29th April in the Battle of Arleux, John died in the heavy losses 
sustained in the assault on Greenland Hill.  He was 26.

His loss was reported in the Hertfordshire Mercury 
on the 12th May 1917 “Pte. John Warwick, Beds. 
Regiment, brother of Harry Warwick of the 
Railway Tavern, killed by a German shell on the 
Arras Front”

John is buried  at Chili Trench Cemetery, Gravrelle



Private Francis Joseph Young, MM
Francis, only son of Frank, a horse-keeper and Annie Young.  By 1901 the 
family had moved to Welwyn.  Francis was educated at Welwyn School and 
then worked as a Gardener.

He enlisted in Sept 1914 and served in France and 
Flanders until April 1915 when he was wounded 
during the attack on Hill 60. After recovery he 
joined the 5th Battalion, Royal Irish Fusiliers.  In 
Nov 1915 the Battalion was sent to Salonika, 
where it was involved in much action including 
the Serbian retreat.  August 1917 saw him in 
Eygpt where he was involved in the advance 
through Palestine, fighting at Gaza, Mejdel, Haifa 
and Jerusalem.  He was wounded in March 1918, 
spending four months in hospital.  Subsequently 
he transferred to the 2nd Battalion and died from 
wounds near Jerusalem on 30th August, aged 26.  
He is buried at Ramleh War Cemetery in Israel.

Francis was awarded 
the Military Medal for 
bravery in the field in 
January 1918



Grateful thanks to Welwyn & District History Society for 
much of the information taken from

www.welwynww1.co.uk

Additional information came from the Welwyn Parish 
Magazines – did you know we have bound copies going 

back to 1871?

http://www.welwynww1.co.uk/

