
 

 

  The Church of St Mary the Virgin, Parish of Welwyn,  

Welwyn Team, Diocese of St Albans 
 

 
 
 

 

 

8am Said Eucharist  
9.30am Parish Eucharist  

(Common Worship Order 1) 
 

Welcome back to church – it’s great you are here. We 

think of those still shielding and just to note that we will 
be livesteaming the service this morning.  

 

The camera is at the front of the nave, please don’t sit in 
front of it!  

Please remember to maintain social distance with those 
outside your household, and sanitise your hands on entry. 
The wearing of face masks is now mandatory in places of 

worship unless you are exempt.  
There will be some other differences in the service, which 

you will see by following this sheet.   
 

If you are new to this church please introduce yourself to 
one of the clergy. There is an induction loop for those with 

hearing aids. 

 
 

 
 THE SERVICE BEGINS HERE:  

 

Unfortunately the big difference is that we have to ask you not 
to sing! However by the wonders of modern technology we have 

recorded (in a safe socially distanced manner) our organist and 
choir singing two hymns this morning, to start and end the 

service. Please do not stand, but you can follow and hum (but 

please don’t sing along!)  the first hymn is: 
  

THE FIRST SUNDAY OF CHRISTMAS 
SUNDAY 27TH DECEMBER 2020 
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(words for those at home to sing, and for reflection and humming for 

those in church - sung by the virtual choir) 

 

O Little town of Bethlehem,              

How still we see thee lie!                 

Above thy deep and dreamless sleep         

The silent stars go by.                 

Yet in thy dark streets shineth                

The everlasting light; 

The hopes and fears of all the years     

Are met in thee tonight.    

 

O morning stars together 

Proclaim the holy birth, 

And praises sing to God the King 

And peace to men on earth; 

For Christ is born of Mary; 

And, gathered all above 

While mortals sleep the angels keep 

Their watch of wond’ring love. 

 

O holy Child of Bethlehem, 

Descend to us we pray; 

Cast out our sin, and enter in, 

Be born in us today. 

We hear the Christmas angels 

The great glad tidings tell: 

O come to us, abide with us,  

Our Lord Emmanuel. 

 

Please stand  

 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

Grace, mercy and peace from God our Father  

and the Lord Jesus Christ be with you.  

and also with you. 
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The minister introduces the confession: 

 

Almighty God, our heavenly Father,  

we have sinned against you  

and against our neighbour 

in thought and word and deed, 

through negligence, through weakness, 

through our own deliberate fault. 

We are truly sorry  

and repent of all our sins. 

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 

who died for us,  

forgive us all that is past 

and grant that we may serve you in newness of life 

to the glory of your name. Amen. 

 

The priest pronounces God's forgiveness 

 

We say together: 

 

Glory to God in the highest, 

and peace to his people on earth. 

Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, 

we worship you, we give you thanks, 

we praise you for your glory. 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 

Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: 

have mercy on us; 

you are seated at the right hand of the Father:  

receive our prayer. 

For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, 

you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 

with the Holy Spirit,  

in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 
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Let us pray:  

 

Almighty God, who wonderfully created us in your own image 

and yet more wonderfully restored us 

through your Son Jesus Christ: 

grant that, as he came to share in our humanity, 

so we may share the life of his divinity; 

who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. Amen 

 

We sit to listen to this Sunday’s bible readings. 

(read by Daphne Skinner) 

 

A reading from the Prophet Isaiah (61:10-62:3),  

10I will greatly rejoice in the LORD, my whole being shall exult in my 

God; for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation, he has 

covered me with the robe of righteousness, as a bridegroom decks 

himself with a garland, and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. 
11For as the earth brings forth its shoots, and as a garden causes what 

is sown in it to spring up, so the Lord GOD will cause righteousness and 

praise to spring up before all the nations. 

1For Zion’s sake I will not keep silent, and for Jerusalem’s sake I will 

not rest, until her vindication shines out like the dawn, and her 

salvation like a burning torch. 2The nations shall see your vindication, 

and all the kings your glory; and you shall be called by a new name 

that the mouth of the LORD will give. 3You shall be a crown of beauty 

in the hand of the LORD, and a royal diadem in the hand of your God. 

 

This is the word of the Lord.  

Thanks be to God. 

 

A reading from the Letter of Paul to the Galatians (4:4-7),  

(read by Daphne Skinner) 

4When the fullness of time had come, God sent his Son, born of a 

woman, born under the law, 5in order to redeem those who were under 

the law, so that we might receive adoption as children. 6And because 

you are children, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, 

crying, ‘Abba! Father!’ 7So you are no longer a slave but a child, and if 

a child then also an heir, through God.  
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This is the word of the Lord.  

Thanks be to God. 

 

Please stand for the gospel which is greeted with a fanfare: 

 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke (2:15-21) 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

15When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds 

said to one another, ‘Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing 

that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us.’ 16So they 

went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the 

manger. 17When they saw this, they made known what had been told 

them about this child; 18and all who heard it were amazed at what the 

shepherds told them. 19But Mary treasured all these words and 

pondered them in her heart. 20The shepherds returned, glorifying and 

praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them. 

21After eight days had passed, it was time to circumcise the child; and 

he was called Jesus, the name given by the angel before he was 

conceived in the womb.  

 

This is the Gospel of the Lord.  

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Please sit for the Sermon: The Rev’d Dr David Munchin, Rector 

 

Please stand to affirm our faith in the words of the Nicene Creed: 

 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen.  

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father; 

through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary 

and was made man. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 
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On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the Scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory  

to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end.  

We believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

who with the Father and the Son is  

worshipped and glorified, 

who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen.  

 

Please sit or kneel for the intercessions  

 

Sick: Juliette Thompson, Ruby Wiseman, Ann Gurney, Rod Dowdell, 

John Lavelle, Vickie Harris, John Burnapp, Alice Burnapp, Joan Gould, 

John Allday, Beth Bates, Pauline Lebeau, Joan Webb, Carol Roper, 

  

Departed: Irene Tanner, Diane Winwood, Jon Green, Ian Carruthers, 

Rhoda Raey, Mavis Kingham, Eunice Taylor, Ruth Shirley, 

Nathan Edwards, Dennis Dinsdale,  

 

We use the following response 

Lord, in your mercy,   

hear our prayer. 

 

And at the end 

 

Merciful Father, 

accept these prayers for the sake of your Son,  

our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 

Please stand for The Peace, which the priest introduces with a sentence 

from Scripture 

 

The peace of the Lord be always with you  

and also with you. 
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Do feel free to say ‘Peace be with you’ to your neighbours, but please 

refrain from sharing it physically. 

We will NOT be passing around a collection – however there will be a 

plate left at the end of the service, and it is possible to give on line or 

by standing order. PLEASE think about doing this, as like everybody we 

are facing financial uncertainty without our usual sources of income. 

The priest gives thanks over the bread and over the wine 

 

 

Yours, Lord, is the greatness, the power, the glory,  

the splendour, and the majesty; 

for everything in heaven and on earth is yours. All things 

come from you, and of your own do we give you. Amen. 

 

The Eucharistic Prayer 

Please remain standing throughout the prayer, but sit if you need to  

 

The Lord be with you 

and also with you. 

 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God 

It is right to give thanks and praise. 

 

All glory and honour be yours always and everywhere, 

mighty creator, ever-living God. 

We give you thanks and praise for your Son, 

our Saviour Jesus Christ, 

who for love of our fallen race humbled himself, 

was born of the Virgin Mary by the power of your Spirit, 

and lived as one of us. 

In this mystery of the Word made flesh 

you have caused his light to shine in our hearts, 

to give knowledge of your glory in the face of Jesus Christ. 

In him we see our God made visible 

and so are caught up in the love of the God we cannot see. 

Therefore with all the angels of heaven 

we lift our voices to proclaim the glory of your name 

and sing our joyful hymn of praise: 
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Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,  

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest.  

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  

Hosanna in the highest.  

 

We praise and bless you, loving Father, 

through Jesus Christ, our Lord; 

and as we obey his command, send your Holy Spirit, 

that broken bread and wine outpoured 

may be for us the body and blood of your dear Son. 

On the night before he died he had supper with his friends 

and, taking bread, he praised you. 

He broke the bread, gave it to them and said: 

Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 

do this in remembrance of me. 

When supper was ended he took the cup of wine. 

Again he praised you, gave it to them and said: 

Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, 

which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 

Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me. 

So, Father, we remember all that Jesus did, 

in him we plead with confidence his sacrifice 

made once for all upon the cross. 

Bringing before you the bread of life and cup of salvation, 

we proclaim his death and resurrection 

until he comes in glory. 

 

Great is the mystery of faith 

Christ has died, Christ is risen,  

Christ will come again 

 

Lord of all life, help us to work together for that day 

when your kingdom comes 

and justice and mercy will be seen in all the earth. 

Look with favour on your people, gather us in your loving arms 

and bring us with the Blessed Virgin Mary and all the saints 

to feast at your table in heaven. 

Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

all honour and glory are yours, O loving Father, 

for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

Please kneel or sit 
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As our Saviour taught us, so we pray: 

 

Our Father in heaven,  

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation  

but deliver us from evil.  

For the kingdom, the power,  

and the glory are yours  

now and for ever. Amen. 

 

We break this bread to share in the body of Christ. 

Though we are many, we are one body,  

because we all share in one bread. 

 

Lamb of God you take away the sin of the world;  

have mercy on us (x2) 

Lamb of God you take away the sin of the world;  

grant us peace 

 

Draw near with faith. Receive the body of our Lord Jesus Christ 

which he gave for you, and his blood which he shed for you. Eat 

and drink in remembrance that he died for you, and feed on him 

in your hearts by faith with thanksgiving. 

 

Please come forward to receive communion at the Nave Altar. 

Communion will be given in one kind only (the bread), and 

received standing. Please form a socially distanced queue, 

returning to your place via the side aisles. If you have your own 

hand sanitizer this would be good time to use it (please do not 

borrow from neighbour). Baptised Christians are welcome to receive 

the bread, all others are welcome to come for a blessing (please 

indicate this by crossing your arms and bowing your head). If you 

don’t wish to appear on camera as you come back from communion, 

please turn right instead of left, whichever side you are on.  

 

  



10 

 

Music during communion:  Anthem by virtual choir:  

 

Lully, lulla, thou little tiny child, 

By, by, lully, lullay. 

O sisters too, etc. 

Herod the king, etc. 

Last line: All young children to slay. 

That woe is me, etc. 

Line 2: And ever morn and day 

Last line: By, by, lully, lullay. 

 

Organ music: The Holy Boy by J Ireland 

 

Prayer of Spiritual Communion for those at home 

 

My Jesus, I believe that You 

are present in the Most Holy Sacrament.  

I love You above all things,  

and I desire to receive You into my soul.  

Since I cannot at this moment 

receive You sacramentally,  

come at least spiritually into my heart. I embrace You as if You 

were already there and unite myself wholly to You. Never 

permit me to be separated from You. Amen. 

 

We pray together: 

 

Almighty God, we thank you for feeding us 

with the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ. 

Through him we offer you our souls and bodies 

to be a living sacrifice. 

Send us out in the power of your Spirit 

to live and work to your praise and glory. Amen. 

 

We sit as the notices and banns of marriage are announced. 

 

We sit and listen (and hum along, or sing along at home) to the hymn 

sung by the virtual choir: 

 

Unto us is born a son, 
King of quires supernal: 
See on earth his life begun, 
Of lords the Lord eternal. 
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Christ, from heav'n descending low, 
Comes on earth a stranger; 
Ox and ass their owner know 
Becradled in a manger. 
 

This did Herod sore affray, 
And grievously bewilder, 
So he gave the word to slay, 
And slew the little childer. 
  
Of his love and mercy mild 
This the Christmas story: 
O that Mary's gentle Child 
Might lead us up to glory! 
 

O and A and A and O, 
Cum cantibus in choro, 
Let our merry organ go, 
Benedicamus Domino 

  
The people who walked in darkness 

have seen a great light.  

 

For to us a child is born 

to us a Son is given.  

 

His name will be called 

wonderful, counsellor, mighty God, 

the everlasting Father, 

the Prince of Peace.  

Glory to God in the highest 

and peace to his people on earth. 

 

The priest says the blessing ending: 

 

Christ, who by his incarnation gathered into one 

things earthly and heavenly, 

fill you with peace and goodwill 

and make you partakers of the divine nature; 

and the blessing of God almighty, 

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 

be among you and remain with you always. Amen. 

 

Go in the peace of Christ. Thanks be to God.  
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The Church Office hours are:   
Mon, Tues – 9-1pm & Fridays – 9-12noon 

Clergy surgery (particularly for bookings of marriages and baptisms 
) is open on Saturday 10-11am. 

The Rector: The Rev’d Dr David Munchin, 
rector@welwyn.org.uk, 01438 714150 

Parish Office: secretary@welwyn.org.uk, 01438 840964 
Further information: www.welwyn.org.uk; ‘The Welwyn Magazine’; 

Facebook page: St Marys Church Welwyn 

 

The ministers and people depart. 

 

The organist plays a voluntary  

 In Dulci Jubilo (Fantasia) by J S Bach  

 

Please take this booklet with you 

(this is more directive than usual we don’t want booklets hanging 

around that others will have to clear up). 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

NOTICES 
 

Saturday 2nd January at 11.15am – Organ Recital – come along 
 

Cancelled until further notice   

Sewing, Knitting Group & Community café  

 

This Week in the Welwyn Team – italics = on line (see website) 

 

Today  6.30pm No Evening Service tonight  

 

Monday 9.00pm  Compline 

Wednesday 9.30am Holy Communion 

  10.30am Bible Study by Zoom 

Thursday  9.00pm  Compline 

 

Friday  New Year’s Day – no Choir or Welwyn Tune  

 

Saturday 10-11am Clergy Surgery  

   

Sunday 3rd January  Epiphany   

  8.00am  Holy Communion 

    9.30am Parish Communion  

  6.30pm Sacred Space at Datchworth 

 

Readings for 3rd January: 

Isaiah 60:1-6, Ephesians 3:1-12, Matthew 2:1-12 

mailto:rector@welwyn.org.uk
mailto:secretary@welwyn.org.uk
http://www.welwyn.org.uk/

