
Holy Communion 
Easter Season 

 
 
 
 
 
 

All Saints 
Datchworth 

 
We stand as the minister enters 
 



Words of greeting and praise 
 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 
Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
He is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
 

Confession 
 
 
Christ our Passover lamb has been sacrificed for us. Let us therefore 
rejoice by putting away all malice and evil and confessing our sins with a 
sincere and true heart. 
 
We sit or kneel. 
 
Like Mary at the empty tomb 
we fail to grasp the wonder of your presence. 
Lord, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
Like the disciples behind locked doors 
we are afraid to be seen as your followers. 
Christ, have mercy. 
Christ, have mercy.  
 
Like Thomas in the upper room 
we are slow to believe. 
Lord, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 
May the God of love and power 
forgive and free you from our sins 
heal and strengthen you by his Spirit, and raise you to new life in Christ 
our Lord.  
Amen. 

 
 
 
 



We stand to sing The Gloria 
 
Glory to God in the highest 
and peace to his people on earth. 
 
Lord God, heavenly King, 
almighty God and Father,  
we worship you, we give you thanks 
we praise you for your glory.  
 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world: 
have mercy on us;  
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 
receive our prayer. 
 
For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 
with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God the Father. 
Amen.  
 

The Collect 
Silence is kept, then the priest says Let us pray... 
 
God our redeemer, 
you have delivered us from the power of darkness 
and brought us into the kingdom of your Son: 
grant, that as by his death he has recalled us to life, 
so by his continual presence in us he may raise us 
to eternal joy; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 
 
 
 



Readings 
 
We sit for our first readings. At the end of each the reader says 
 
Isaiah 55 1:1-11 
Ho, everyone who thirsts, come to the waters; and you that have no 
money, 
come, buy and eat! Come, buy wine and milk without money and 
without price. 
2 Why do you spend your money for that which is not bread, and your 
labour for that which does not satisfy? Listen carefully to me, and eat 
what is good, and delight yourselves in rich food. 3 Incline your ear, and 
come to me; listen, so that you may live. I will make with you an 
everlasting covenant, my steadfast, sure love for David. 
4 See, I made him a witness to the peoples, a leader and commander for 
the peoples. 
5 See, you shall call nations that you do not know, and nations that do 
not know you shall run to you because of the LORD your God, the Holy 
One of Israel, for he has glorified you. 6 Seek the LORD while he may be 
found, call upon him while he is near; 
7 let the wicked forsake their way, and the unrighteous their thoughts; 
let them return to the LORD, that he may have mercy on them, and to 
our God, for he will abundantly pardon. 8 For my thoughts are not your 
thoughts, nor are your ways my ways, says the LORD. 9 For as the heavens 
are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and my 
thoughts than your thoughts. 10 For as the rain and the snow come down 
from heaven, and do not return there until they have watered the earth, 
making it bring forth and sprout, giving seed to the sower and bread to 
the eater, 11 so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; it shall 
not return to me empty, but it shall accomplish that which I purpose, 
and succeed in the thing for which I sent it. 
 
This is the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.  
 
A reading from the Acts of the Apostles  
Acts 10:44-end 
 
44 While Peter was still speaking, the Holy Spirit fell upon all who heard 
the word. 45 The circumcised believers who had come with Peter were 



astounded that the gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured out even on 
the Gentiles, 46 for they heard them speaking in tongues and extolling 
God. Then Peter said, 47 “Can anyone withhold the water for baptizing 
these people who have received the Holy Spirit just as we have?” 48 So 
he ordered them to be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. Then they 
invited him to stay for several days. 
 
This is the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.  
 
We sing a Hymn 
 
1. Let us build a house where love can dwell 
and all can safely live, 
a place where saints and children tell 
how hearts learn to forgive. 
Built of hopes and dreams and visions; 
rock of faith and vault of grace; 
here the love of all shall end divisions: 
All are welcome, all are welcome, 
all are welcome in this place. 
 
4. Let us build a house where hands will reach 
beyond the wood and stone 
to heal and strengthen, serve and teach, 
and live the word they’ve known. 
Here the outcast and the stranger 
bear the image of love’s face; 
let us bring an end to fear and danger: 
All are welcome… 
 
5. Let us build a house where all are named, 
their songs and visions heard 
and loved and treasured, taught and claimed 
as words within the word. 
Built of tears and cries and laughter, 
prayers of faith and songs of grace; 
let this house proclaim from floor to rafter: 
All are welcome… 
 



 
 

The Gospel 
The reader may introduce the gospel reading: 
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to … 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
John 15:9-17 
 
9 As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; abide in my love. 10 If 
you keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have 
kept my Father’s commandments and abide in his love. 11 I have said 
these things to you so that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may 
be complete. 
12 “This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved 
you. 13 No one has greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s 
friends. 14 You are my friends if you do what I command you. 15 I do not 
call you servants[a] any longer, because the servant[b] does not know 
what the master is doing; but I have called you friends, because I have 
made known to you everything that I have heard from my Father. 16 You 
did not choose me but I chose you. And I appointed you to go and bear 
fruit, fruit that will last, so that the Father will give you whatever you ask 
him in my name. 17 I am giving you these commands so that you may 
love one another. 
 
 
At the end of the gospel reading: 
This is the Gospel of the Lord 
Praise to you, O Christ 
 
 
The people sit for The Sermon by Catherine Jupp 
 
 

The Creed 
We believe in one God, 
the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, 
seen and unseen. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+15%3A9-17&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-26704a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+15%3A9-17&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-26704b


 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary 
and was made man. 
 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 
  
We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,  
who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead 
and the life of the world to come.  
Amen.  
 

Prayers of Intercession  
 
The prayers may use the response: 
 
Lord in your mercy. 
Hear our prayer 
 



The Peace 
 
The risen Christ came and stood among his disciples and said ‘Peace be 
with you.’ Then were they glad when they saw the Lord. 
 
The peace of the Lord be always with you 
and also with you. 
 
We share with our neighbours a sign of peace 
 

 
Preparation of the Table 

Be present, be present, 
Lord Jesus Christ, our risen high priest; 
make yourself known in the breaking of bread. 
Amen. 
 
 

Eucharistic Prayer  
 
The Lord is here 
His Spirit is with us 
 
Lift up your hearts 
We lift them to the Lord 
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God 
It is right to give him thanks and praise.  
 
It is indeed right, 
it is our duty and our joy, 
always and everywhere to give you thanks, 
almighty and eternal Father, 
and in these days of Easter 
to celebrate with joyful hearts 
the memory of your wonderful works. 
For by the mystery of his passion 
Jesus Christ, your risen Son, 
has conquered the powers of death and hell 
and restored in men and women the image of your glory. 



He has placed them once more in paradise 
and opened to them the gate of life eternal. 
And so, in the joy of this Passover, 
earth and heaven resound with gladness, 
while angels and archangels and the powers of all creation 
sing forever the hymn of your glory: 
 
           Holy, holy, holy Lord 
           God of power and might, 
           heaven and earth are full of your glory, 
           Hosanna in the highest.  
           Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
           Hosanna in the highest.  
 
Accept our praises, heavenly Father, 
through your Son our Saviour Jesus Christ, 
and as we follow his example and obey his command, 
grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit 
these gifts of bread and wine 
may be to us his body and his blood; 
who in the same night that he was betrayed, 
took bread and gave you thanks,  
he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 
do this in remembrance of me.  
 
In the same way after supper 
he took the cup and gave you thanks; 
he gave it to them saying: 
Drink this, all of you; 
this is my blood of the new covenant,  
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Do this as often as you drink it, 
in remembrance of me.  
 
Therefore heavenly Father, 
we remember his offering of himself made once for all upon the cross; 
we proclaim his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension; 
we look for the coming of his kingdom, 
and with this bread and this cup 



we make the memorial of Christ your Son our Lord. 
 
Great is the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died, 
Christ is risen, 
Christ will come again.  
Accept through him, our great high priest, 
this our sacrifice of thanks and praise, 
and as we eat and drink these holy gifts 
in the presence of your divine majesty, 
renew us by your Spirit, 
inspire us with your love 
and unite us in the body of your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
Through him and with him and in him, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
with all who stand before you in earth and heaven, 
we worship you Father Almighty, 
in songs of everlasting praise: 
 
Blessing and honour and glory and power 
be yours forever and ever Amen.  

 
The Lord’s Prayer 

 
As our Saviour taught us, so we pray: 
 
Our Father in heaven 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power  
and the glory are yours 



now and forever. Amen.  
 

Breaking of the bread 
We break this bread 
to share in the body of Christ. 
Though we are many, we are one body, 
because we all share in one bread.  

Agnus Dei 
 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world,  
have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world,  
have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world,  
grant us peace. 
 
 
 
 

Invitation to Communion 
 

Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. 
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 
 
Most merciful Lord, 
your love compels us to come in. 
Our hands were unclean, 
our hearts were unprepared; 
we were not fit even to eat the crumbs from under your table. 
But you, Lord, are the God of our salvation, 
and share your bread with sinners. 
So cleanse and feed us 
with the precious body and blood of your Son, 
that he may live in us and we in him; 
and that we, with the whole company of Christ, 
may sit and eat in your kingdom. Amen.  
 
The people receive communion. 
  
 



Prayer of Spiritual Communion 
 
My Jesus, I believe that You 
are present in the Most Holy Sacrament.  
I love You above all things,  
and I desire to receive You into my soul.  
Since I cannot at this moment 
receive You sacramentally,  
come at least spiritually into my heart. I embrace You as if You were 
already there and unite myself wholly to You. Never permit me to be 
separated from You. Amen. 
 
 

 
 
 

Post Communion Prayer 
 
Almighty God, we thank you for feeding us 
with the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ. 
Through him we offer you our souls and bodies 
to be a living sacrifice. 
Send us out in the power of your Spirit 
to live and work to your praise and glory. Amen.   
 

Final Hymn 
1. Brother, sister, let me serve you; 
let me be as Christ to you; 
pray that I may have the grace to 
let you be my servant too. 
 
2. We are pilgrims on a journey, 
and companions on the road; 
we are here to help each other 
walk the mile and bear the load. 
 
3. I will hold the Christlight for you 
in the nighttime of your fear; 
I will hold my hand out to you, 
speak the peace you long to hear. 



 
4. I wil! weep when you are weeping; 
when you laugh I'll laugh with you; 
I will share your joy and sorrow, 
till we've seen this journey through. 
 
5. When we sing to God in heaven, 
we shall find such harmony, 
born of all we've known together 
of Christ's love and agony. 
 
6. Brother, sister, let me serve you; 
let me be as Christ to you; 
pray thatl may have the grace to 
let you be my servant too. 

 
 

 
 

The Dismissal 
 
May Christ who out of defeat brings new hope and a new future, fill you 
with his new life; 
and the blessing... 
 

 
With the power that raised Jesus from the dead within you, 
go in the peace of Christ. Alleluia. Alleluia.  
Thanks be to God. Alleluia. Alleluia. 
 
The ministers and people depart. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


